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INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of this book is to catalogue those billon coins that circulated in the French Colo- 
nies of the Americas, including some French possessions in the West Indies, since official 
edicts relating to Nouvelle France! and la Louisianne were specific enough to indicate that the 
billon coinage was intended for all their colonies in the New World.* The history of these 
coins is expanded to include the period after 1763 when the French domination of Canada 
ended at the conclusion of the French and Indian War, when the colony was ceded to Britain 
under the Peace of Paris. The story will not stop there as I continue by discussing the ultimate 
disposition of that enormous population of billon coins that, at one time, had circulated in 
Canada. 


Since in this book, I will list only billon coinages, these general introductory comments about 
the money of the French Régime are not to be considered a complete treatment, but rather a 
summary to help define the role of billon coinages within this relatively complex subject. For 
a comprehensive review of all the coinage of this period, I would recommend Michael Hodder’s 
recent “Guide to Coins of Nouvelle France,”’ and the two earlier works by Walter Breen.‘ 


It was a vast area where coins of the French Régime once circulated — the whole mid-section of 
the North American continent, along both shores of the St. Lawrence River between Québec 
City and Montreal — the region then defined as Canada; in Acadia on the Atlantic coast, com- 
prising present-day Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and parts of Québec 
Province and Maine; in the Great Lakes region; in the Louisiana Territory which was the land 
drained by the Mississippi and Mobile Rivers; and finally in the Illinois Country which was 
later incorporated into the Louisiana Territory in 1717.° Even though most of Acadia, with 
the exception of fle Royale and Ile St. Louis, was lost to the British in 1711, French money 


1 See La Nouvelle France, The Making of French Canada — A Cultural History by Peter N. Moogk for an 
indepth study of the early settlers of Quebec. 


2 The term, Nouvelle France, or “New France,” most commonly refers to the land on both sides of the St. 
Lawrence River between Québec City and Montreal, synonymous with former limits of “Canada” where 90% of 
the French lived during this period under discussion. Documents of the era speak of the “Province of Louisiana” 
and “New France.” In the broader sense, the definition of New France is expanded to include their presence 
throughout the Mississippi River Valley and Great Lakes which the French claimed but had not effectively 
developed under colonial rule. See Allan Greer, The People of New France (Toronto, 1997) pp. 3-4, 92, 119. 


3 “An American Collector’s Guide to the Coins of Nouvelle France,” in Canada’s Money, edited by John M. 
Kleeberg, Coinage of the Americas Conference No. 8 (New York, 1994), pp. 1-35. 

4 “Issues for Canada and Louisiana Territory” in Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial 
Coins (New York, 1988), Chapter 5, and “North American Colonial Coinages under the French Regime (1640- 
1763)” in Eric P. Newman, editor, and Richard G. Doty, associate editor, Studies on Money in Early America 
(New York 1976), Chapter 5. 

5 N.N.M. Surrey, The Commerce of Louisiana During the French Regime-1699-1763 (New York, 1916), p. 26; 
Adam Shortt, Documents relating to Canadian Currency, Exchange and Finance During the French Period 
(Ottawa, 1925), p. 407n. 
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continued to circulate among the Acadian population of Nova Scotia and within the French 
military garrison at Louisbourg until 1758.° 


Active trade between the major port of Québec City in the north and New Orleans in the south 
began as early as the 1680s when LaSalle established a direct link between the Great Lakes 
region and Louisiana, which later became a royal colony in 1699, named in honor of King 
Louis XIV. (The territory was secretly ceded to Spain in 1762 but briefly returned to France in 
1803.) Forts and settlements grew up along this 2,000-mile waterway through the new terri- 
tory, a distance that could take from three to four months to travel — one way! Initially these 
communities could function on a barter economy but as trade flourished and the population 
grew with the arrival of new settlers, the need for metallic currency became critical. In sum- 
mer, ships from France would arrive at Québec City bringing imported manufactured goods to 
exchange for raw materials, especially beaver furs, for which an eager market awaited in Eu- 
rope. In the winter, the destinations for these merchantmen were the warmer southern ports of 
New Orleans, Biloxi and Mobile where tobacco, cotton, rice, indigo, pitch, lumber and corn 
became important exports.’ Any money earned from these products was quickly remitted to 
France to pay for the imported merchandise necessary to develop and sustain the new settle- 
ments. As a result, there was a chronic unidirectional drain of specie in favor of the mother 
country and, consequently, there was a continuous shortage of metallic currency for local com- 
merce. For a long period in colonial history, the commerce in New France was under the 
monopolistic control of a succession of royal chartered companies, such as the One Hundred 
Associates, the Company of the West and the West Indies Company. 


The dearth of hard money prompted citizens to hoard whatever gold and silver they might 
have had and this was a contributing factor to its chronic shortage in the market place. One 
strategy to keep money within a particular region was to inflate its value by legislation or edict 
so that its purchasing power would be greater in that locality than in another. This manipula- 
tion — or “crying-up” of money — was instituted in 1654 when all current French coins were 
designated to pass for one-third more in Canada than in the mother country and thus discour- 
age silver and gold from returning to France. In 1672, a further royal edict authorized the 
circulation of all denominations of French coinage within the North American colonies at this 
“cried-up” value of 33.3%.* Since further experience showed that this “fictitious” rate in- 
crease failed to keep specie coins from returning to mother country, the provision to augment 
the value of money in the colonies by one-third was abolished in 1717 after which the values 
were equal on both sides of the Atlantic.’ 


° See Philip L. Mossman, “Money of the 14 Colony: Nova Scotia (1711-1783), The Colonial Newsletter, Serial 
No. 124 (December 2003), pp. 2533-93. 


7 Surrey, passim. 


8 Arrét du 18 novembre 1672: “... mais encore que celles [the coins] qui ont cours en France l’auront aussy 
dans ledit pais en augmentant le prix ... .’ Robert Chalmers, A History of Currency in British Colonies (Lon- 
don, 1893, rep. 1972), pp. 7n, 175-76. 


° Shortt, pp. xxxiv, xlvii, 5n, 37, 377-93, 495. Billon and copper coins were still differentially rated. 
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An untoward result from “crying-up money” occurred when the billon sous, counterstamped 
in 1640 to pass in France at 15 deniers, were rated in Canada at 24 deniers in 1662. Because 
of this favorable 60% differential, many sous were dumped in Canada at considerable gain to 
importers, such that they were the only coins to be found in circulation. To discourage this 
continued importation and profiteering, the value of these sous in Canada was reduced to 20 
deniers in 1667, an amount that was now only a one-third advance over metropolitan France, 
and then in 1690 the rate was set at 16 deniers.'° 


Despite the hard money famine, business could still be transacted in Canada using a variety of 
paper monies that included Card Money, Bills of Exchange, Currency Notes (Ordonnances), 
Store-Keepers’ certificates and drafts on the French Treasurer General.'' Card money was 
started in 1685 as a temporary emergency measure when there was no hard coin with which to 
pay the troops. In this expedient, playing cards were signed and hastily issued by colonial 
officials as actual promissory notes; '* these certificates were not redeemable in coin (except 
for military pay) but only in bills of exchange. Due to their limited use, this paper currency 
was worthless elsewhere and did not leave the local area. Despite official stamps and signa- 
tures, card money was easily counterfeited and rapidly underwent devaluation. Card money 
was discontinued by royal decree in 1719 but reinstated in 1729 due to the chronic lack of 
circulating coins." Bills of exchange served for international trade. To compensate for the 
hard money shortage in Louisiana, similar paper credit instruments were in common use.'* 


One might ask why France treated the monetary problems of her overseas colonies in such a 
casual manner? This behavior was common to all European countries with New World pos- 
sessions and was dictated by the precepts of “mercantilism” whereby the mother country de- 
veloped the colonies as ready markets for her own manufactured goods which were paid for by 
exported raw materials and colonial produce. This mercantile system fostered a complete 
dependency of the colony on France with the intent that any profit should accumulate in France 
and not in the overseas colonies — hence the flow of wealth eastward across the Atlantic — to 
the extent that almost all the money sent to Canada from France was returned home except for 
what was hoarded. It took until 1741 for Canada to become self-sustaining since this was the 
first year when the value of its exports exceeded its imports.!° 


What did the French colonists have for local money? Due to the active trading relationship 
between the French Colonies and the West Indies, almost all the high-grade silver found in the 
French Colonies was Spanish-American in origin. Because the Spanish eight reales, or piastre 


© Shortt, pp. 17-23, 89. This remained a 33.3% advance since the rate for a sou in France had been reduced 
from 15 to 12 deniers in 1679. 


" Shortt, pp. Ixxvii, 383n, 607, 923,925, 1025n, passim. 


'2 Because of the lack of suitable paper, the authorities resorted to the only available material on which to print 
the money substitutes, packs of playing cards. Shortt, p. xlix. Card money was never authorized for Acadia. 


'3 Shortt, pp. 583, passim; Chalmers, pp. 176-77. 
4 Surrey, p. 115. 


'S Shortt, p. Ixxvii. 
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gourde, remained very consistent in weight and value over the years, this money became the 
international standard and a trade coin. The only period when coined silver was plentiful in the 
French Colonies was during King George’s War (1744-48), when it was too risky to ship Spanish 
specie to France for fear of capture by the British. This respite was only temporary since after 
the war, silver was again siphoned across the Atlantic to pay for much needed commodities. 
Significant quantities of the gold and silver that were not returned to France as payment for 
imported necessities were typically hoarded by local citizens. 


The French government did not completely neglect the monetary plight of the Canadian colo- 
nists who lacked sufficient hard money to support local commerce and the military establish- 
ment. Although there were many failed proposals to provide the colonies with their own coin- 
age,'® there were some infusions of coins struck solely for colonial use such as the 1670 silver 
Gloria Regni pieces of five and fifteen sols (Ciani 2064, 2065),'’ whose production was en- 
couraged by the West Indies Company. This coinage had a greater acceptance in the French 
West Indies than in Canada where it was unpopular since it could not be exported to purchase 
much-needed foreign goods. Its only practical use was to buy furs and bills of exchange and 
thus it disappeared from local Canadian circulation within ten years’ time.'* In 1722, some 
20,000 livres, both in silver and copper coins, were delivered to Québec City on Le Chameau 
to redeem the card money and pay the troops in specie.!? In 1725, on a return trip to America, 
this ill-fated supply ship, with a cargo of 82,000 Jivres in gold and silver, tragically sank off 
Louisbourg and the treasure remained lost until recovered in 1965.”° During the French and 
Indian War (1754-63), a shipment of 1,200,000 Jivres was consigned to Québec for payment of 
the troops in 1756, followed the next year by another 1,266,897 livres, of which a portion was 
captured by the English. By 1758, this coined money had vanished from circulation and again 
most was hoarded by the civilian population and unavailable to retire the vast amount of card 
money.”! 


The 1721-22 copper Colonies Frangaises issue (Ciani 2152), authorized for all French Colo- 
nies, was unacceptable to the colonists and did not effectively circulate for several different 
reasons. These new coppers at nine deniers were overvalued in relationship to regal coppers 
of the same size that passed at six deniers. Also such copper coins were bulky to handle and 
since they were not negotiable beyond the colonies, they could not be returned to France to 
buy imported necessities. Further, contemporary documentation opined that if these coppers 
were allowed to circulate outside the French Colonies, they “could easily be counterfeited 
among foreigners, who, by means of this money, could easily draw off the silver coins from 


16 Shortt, pp. 9, 33-35, 179-81, 189, 343, 575. 


'7 The Ciani catalogue numbers are from Louis Ciani, Les Monnaies Royales Francaises de Hugues Capet a 
Louis XVI (Paris, 1926, repr. Barcelona 1969). 


'8 Shortt, pp. 25-31; 29n. A safe assumption is that much of this silver was melted. 


19 Peter N. Moogk, “When Money Talks: Coinage in New France,” Canadian Numismatic Journal (Feb, 1987), 
vol. 32 no. 2, p.57. 


20 Q. David Bowers, American Coin Treasures and Hoards (Wolfeboro, NH, 1997), pp. 157-58, 


21 Shortt, pp. Ixxxiii, 827, 843, 1025n. 
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Canada.” Moreover, an edict from the Superior Council of Québec in 1723 declared that 
within any single payment, no one was obliged to receive more than one-sixth of the transac- 
tion in these coppers with the remainder to be in gold and silver coins. Since there were 
practically no specie coins in circulation, the coppers were essentially not spendable. These 
practical issues were reinforced by the fact that, due to a legal oversight, the coppers had not 
been declared lawful currency in New France with the net effect they were soundly rejected by 
the people.” In 1727, two-thirds of the entire mintage of these Colonies Frangaises coppers 
were returned by the West Indies Company to France” and were later sent to the West Indies. 


Another important consideration is that the colonists preferred silver metal (even low grade 
billon) to copper as confirmed in a communication from Québec in 1723, in relation to the 
Colonies Frangaises issue which plainly stated that “it is not the practice in this country to 
receive or make payments in copper coin ... .”*4 Furthermore, it was noted, “the copper cur- 
rency of the Company of the Indies” was “not necessary as the smallest purchase is never 
below a sol marqué.”*> In 1743, a consignment of 3,000 livres of the new two sols (30,000 
coins) was sent to Québec,” while both in 1732 and 1753, two separate shipments of 6,000 
livres in billon were requested and delivered for the want of small change since the lowest 
denomination of the current card money was only seven sols six deniers.””. Some draw-backs 
to the billon coinages was that they could not be used to purchase bills of exchange”* and due 
to their low silver content, they were not as suitable or desirable a medium for international 
trade. 


In New Orleans in the early 1720s, copper money “fell into greater and greater disfavor until 
it came to be looked upon as entirely worthless”; workers did not want to be paid in copper and 
the church requested silver in their offerings. In a contemporaneous anecdote, a Capuchin 
priest related, “I went everywhere to get a couple of eggs ... but could not find them. Those 
who sold them replied that they could do nothing with our copper, and that if we had white 
money (billon), they had eggs to sell us.””? In Louisiana, copper money did regain some 
status in 1724 after it was devalued and passed at an appropriate rate. Then in 1726, when 
copper was made legal tender in Louisiana, it became so popular that within two years it all 
had been drained from the colony.*° 


2 Shortt, pp. 511, 521, 523, 527, 539, 571, 573, quote p. 571. 

23 Shortt, pp. 537, 573. 

°4 Shortt, p. 523. “The most important coinages in circulation during the French regime were a group of billon 
pieces ... They often constituted the smallest denomination because copper was generally unpopular with the 
colonists” (James Charlton, The Charlton Standard Catalogue of Canadian Coins, 58th ed. [Toronto, 2004], 
quote p. 4). 

5 Shortt, p. 537. 

6 Shortt, pp. 719, 731. 

27 Shortt, pp. 625, 631, 801, 807. 

28 Shortt, p. 723. 

2° Surrey, pp. 109-11, quotes p. 109. 

3° Surrey, pp. 110-13. 
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So we return to our original question; what did the colonists use for coined money? We have 
just reviewed documentary information, both governmental and civil, relating to the circulat- 
ing coins of the period and their regulated values. From a practical aspect, archeological 
findings from old settlements reveal just what common coins passed daily in the market place 
confirming the data from written sources. All the French coins recovered from the western 
outpost at Fort Michilimackinac, established in 1670, were billon pieces.*' An examination of 
the 767 coins recovered among the artifacts at the Louisbourg fortress has been particularly 
helpful in studying the everyday money in the small change medium in that location. Despite 
the Canadians’ refusal of the overvalued colonial copper, the small copper liards of three 
deniers were by far the most commonly found money within the French garrison. Next in 
frequency came the popular billon coins, followed by the appropriately rated bronze “dardennes” 
of six deniers, and lastly were French and Spanish silver.* 


ABOUT BILLON COINS 


What is billon and what is a billon coin? Billon refers to a soft alloy of silver, copper and tin, 
combined in such proportions as to render a silvery appearance, although it is less shiny and 
paler in color than sterling and hence the name, “white money.” Billon was a well-known alloy 
in the ancient world and was widely used in Europe in the seventeenth and eighteenth centu- 
ries for minor denominations. The exact hue of billon coins depended on the specific amounts 
of the component elements. Of course, the object was to make these base coins resemble 
silver as nearly as possible — thus creating the illusion of a more valuable coin. The French 
billon coinage struck until 1641 had a 24% silver content but during the reign of Louis XIV 
this composition was reduced to 19.95%.*> If enough silver or tin was present, it had the 
desired color, but in many smaller French provincial mints outside of Paris, a greater propor- 
tion of copper was added, beyond that legally prescribed, thus imparting a coppery tone rather 
than the desired silvery shade. Since these coins were struck in billon, they wore quickly and 
the vast majority of those known today show the effects of heavy circulation on the soft alloy. 
The mints themselves exercised poor quality control when striking these coins and dies were 
used well beyond a normal lifespan. The large quantity of overdates within this series attests 
to this effort to wring every bit of possible service out of the individual dies. 


The billon alloy is difficult to mix rendering it brittle with the tendency to develop lamina- 
tions, striations and even cracks. After circulating a while, the higher points often appear 
brassy or coppery.** Although the silver appearance was certainly desirable, even those French 
billon pieces with a copper tone were more readily acceptable by the people than copper coins 
themselves. This preference for silver — despite its low content within the alloy — was well 


31 Donald P. Heldman, “Coins At Michilimackinac,” Historical Archeology, vol. 14 (1980), pp. 82-107. 


32 Moogk, “When Money Talks,” passim; Peter N. Moogk, A Pocketful of Change at Louisbourg,” Canadian 
Numismatic Journal (Mar, 1976), vol. 21 no. 3, pp. 97-104. 


33 Moogk, “When Money Talks,” p. 59. 
44 Richard G. Doty, The Macmillan Encyclopedic Dictionary of Numismatics (New York, 1982) pp. 29-30. 
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demonstrated when the 1721-22 Colonies Frangaises nine deniers coinage was introduced 
and immediately refused for the several reasons cited. 


RARITY 


Before I start my detailed catalogue of these billon coinages, I need to describe the question of 
rarity within this series. Even though initially struck by the millions, these coins are relatively 
rare today since many issues were turned back to the mint where their silver content was 
reclaimed for subsequent recoinages. In other instances, the returned coins were used as a 
source of ready-made planchets and overstruck with new dies. By the mid-1800s, after a final 
devaluation, France’s once common billon coins had simply disappeared from circulation. I 
have been studying this field for over 30 years and have examined many collections, including 
the extensive holdings of the Bank of Canada. From my years of experience, I have developed 
the sense that this entire series is scarce with only a few exceptions. Moreover, billon coins 
are decidedly rare when attempts are made to collect them by dates and mintmarks. To as- 
semble such a collection would become the challenge of a lifetime, a fact that no one knows 
better than I! 


I have formulated a relative rarity scale for the various issues of French billon coins destined 
for the New World. This scale was determined from my personal observations and estimates 
of the number of any particular variety I have seen within the entire census I have examined 
over the years in several North American and European collections. I recognize that this is 
very subjective and stress, that in the definition of my rarity scale, “relative” is the key word. 
I have used the R1 to R8 range that in no way relates to the popular Sheldon scale. Neither 
have I tried to estimate a census of the extant examples. For me, an R8 coin is based on my 
personal knowledge of having seen only one or two examples. Below that is R7 which I inter- 
pret to mean excessively rare with perhaps three to five specimens in my experience, and so on 
down the line. Even though an R1 infers that a coin is supposedly common, perhaps that 
number would only amount to maybe 20 or so. Better stated, an R1 or R2 coin would be that 
variety that I have most commonly encountered among the hundreds I have inventoried. I 
acknowledge that my rarity scale, gleaned from my personal experience of 30-plus years of 
working with the rare series, is far from precise and certainly not the final word. Implicit in 
this acknowledgment is the understanding that as this series continues to unfold, any given 
rarity rating is subject to change. I must also conclude that my rarity scale should not be 
construed to imply any relative monetary value — the entire series is rare, but some varieties 
are just rarer than others. Certain illustrated coins have been boxed in since they are con- 
sidered unusual in context and in most cases extremely rare. 
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THE BILLON COINS OF THE FRENCH REGIME 


Among the many billon coinages of Louis XIII, XIV and XV, there are six individual issues 
with a connection to the French Régime of which four have a proven circulation in the New 
World and will be discussed in detail. 


1. The old billon coins which were counterstamped with a fleur-de-lis in 1640 pursuant to the 
Edict of 1640, increasing their value from twelve to fifteen deniers (Ciani 1709). 


2. The 1641 issue of 15 deniers where an image of the actual fleur-de-lis counterstamp was 
engraved into the new die which then became an intrinsic element of the design and was not 
applied later (Ciani 1710). There is no indication that these circulated in the colonies. 


3. The issue of 1658 — this is a very rare emission (Ciani 1976) that did not circulate in the 
colonies. 


4. The 15 deniers issues of Louis XIV from 1692-1705. Here, new dies were struck over three 
sorts of planchets: 
a. over a completely new planchet (Ciani 1979), 
b. were overstruck on an old billon host coin (Ciani 1980), 
c. were overstruck on an old billon host coin which had previously been 
counterstamped with the fleur-de-lis in 1640 and the ancient counterstamp is 
still apparent. 


5. The new 15 and 30 deniers billon pieces of 1709-13 — the so-called “mousquetaires” — so 
named since their design resembled the livery of the musketeers. The 30 deniers coins (Ciani 
1984) were minted at both Lyon and Metz but only those from the Lyon Mint were specifically 
authorized for the colonies. The 15 deniers pieces (Ciani 1986) were only from the Metz Mint 
and not officially authorized to circulate in North America although some have been recov- 
ered from archaeological excavations at Louisbourg and were mentioned in the royal ordi- 
nance of June 20, 1743, when their rate was reduced to nine deniers.* 


6. The 12 deniers (sou) and double sous marqués of 24 deniers from 1738-64, which were 
from many mints. Examples of both denominations have been recovered from Louisbourg. 


35 “There were very few half-mousquetaires of the same period [Ciani 1986]” (Moogk, “Pocketful,” p. 98). See 
Shortt, p. 719. 
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1. EDICT OF 1640 


By way of introduction, the name douzain is derived from the French root meaning “twelve” — 
the same source as the English word “dozen” — confirming that this billon coin was originally 
worth twelve deniers or one sol (sol being another word interchangeable with sou). Within 
that same series of douzains, is a sixain (or sizain), a coin of six deniers as is apparent from its 
name. 


The earliest billon coins sent to North America for distribution within the French Colonies 
were the worn douzains, from the seventeenth century or earlier, that had been counterstamped 
with a fleur-de-lis in accord with the Edict of June 1640 as previously noted.*° During this 
era, monetary revaluations and even complete recoinages commonly occurred within the French 
monetary system that was in a constant state of flux. Earlier, in May 1636, the quarter-écu had 
been increased from 15 to 20 sols thus raising the full écu from 60 to 80 sols. In a move to 
make all fractional coins proportionally equivalent, the billon pieces were next increased in 
value by a royal edict of June 1640 whereby the old billon douzains of 12 deniers were in- 
creased to 15 deniers. As an indication of this revaluation, the douzains were stamped on one 
side with “une petite Fleur-de-lis ... .’. Of the added three deniers in value, two were to revert 
to the king and the remaining one denier to the person who delivered the coins to the mint for 
retariffing with the counterstamp. Any coins not so marked within two months of the promul- 
gation of the edict were to be confiscated to the benefit of the king. The fact that these coins 
were thus marked gave rise to their common name sou (or sol) marqué or in the plural sous (or 
sols) marqués. It appears to be a contradiction in terms to speak of a sou of 15 deniers when, 
by definition, a sou was a coin worth 12 deniers but this incongruity is explained because the 
denier in this sense is actually a money of account.*’ These marked douzains were sanctioned 
for circulation in the French island and mainland possessions of North America. It has already 
been noted that in 1662 when the rate for the sols marqués was increased to 24 deniers in 
Canada, profiteers imported so many of them into Québec that officals were obliged to reduce 
their current value by 16.7% to discourage a further surplus from being attracted into the 
colony.*® 


Taking advantage of the potential profit from counterstamping and augmenting the value of 
these old coins, the French mintmasters marked tremendous quantities in this manner, enough 
so, they are still available to this day. The counterstamps were not confined to just the French 
douzains, but other douzain-sized billon coins of Europe were also stamped, including the 


36 Most of the important French edicts and ordinances regarding coinage up to the French Revolution are acces- 
sible at the Internet site, “Edits, Arréts, ordonnances monétaires de |’autorité royale et des cours souveraines 
de Hugues Capet a Louis XVI,” http://www.ordonnances.org/, which contains 7,600 references to royal edicts 
and decrees pertaining to the coinages of France from Hugh Capet to Louis XVI (last accessed 03/22/04). Un- 
less otherwise noted, all references to these documents are from this source. 


37 Although the denier had existed at one time in France as an actual coin, in the context of the coinages dis- 
cussed in this book, the denier refers to a money of account and not a specific piece of coined money. 

38 See also Moogk, “When Money Talks,” pp. 59, 64. These were rated at 24 deniers in 1662, 20 in 1667 and 16 
in 1680-90. 
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occasional billon coin of England, Papal douzzinas of Avignon and Carpentras, and sols of the 
Spanish Netherlands. These marked foreign coins are much rarer and there is a distinct possi- 
bility that hitherto unrecognized varieties will be reported in the future. 


Serious collectors are very interested in listing all the known varieties of coins that have been 
counterstamped. This can be a very fascinating study and while the present census of all 
billon coins counterstamped with the fleur-de-lis in 1640 is far from complete, it is at least an 
attempt to document those that have been identified to date. It is hard to believe some of the 
coins were over 200 years old when they were marked! Walter Breen indicated the 1618 Louis 
XIII douzain (Ciani 1703) as the major undertype, but I have yet to locate a single specimen of 
this variety.*? 


The following is a current list of regal billon type coins, by rulers, reported to have been 
counterstamped with the small fleur-de-lis in 1640: 


a. Charles VI (1380-1422) R8 
b. Henry VI (1422-53) - To date none reported 
c. Louis XI (1461-83) R8 


d. Charles VII (1483-97) - To date none reported 
e. Louis XII (1497-1515) - To date none reported 


f. Francis I (1515-47) R7 
g. Henry II (1547-59) R6 
h. Charles IX (1560-74) R7 
i. Henry III (1574-89) R6 
j. Charles X (1589-90) R6 
k. Henry IV (1590-1610) R3 
1. Henry VIII of England Groat . R8 
m. Clement VIII Douzinna of Avignon R6 
n. Clement VII Douzinna of Carpentras R7 
o. Albert & Isabel Sol of Brabant under Spain R7 


c. Louis XI Douzain 1. Henry VII of m. Clement VIII Douzinna 
or 12 Deniers England Groat of Avignon 


39 Encyclopedia, p. 47. Ciani also mentioned this, p. 379. 
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2. ISSUE OF 1641 


During this period, when old and worn douzains were being counterstruck with the fleur-de-lis 
and made to pass for 15 deniers, the Paris Mint emitted a new issue, dated 1641 (Figure 1), 
which had a small reverse fleur-de-lis, identical to the 1640 counterstamp. This device was 
engraved into the die such that the piece was struck with the “counterstamp” already in place 
above the crown (Ciani 1710). This new sou marqué was called a piéce de quinze deniers. 
There is nothing to suggest that this 1641 issue was intended for circulation in the French 
Colonies where none has ever been recovered. Their low mintage accounts for their rarity. 


This same fleur-de-lis counterstamp within the die also appeared on a 1643 douzain of Gaston 
of Dombes (Figure 2), and a douzain of Charles III of Gonzague (1637-59) (Figure 3). 


: § 
Figure 2 
3. THE ISSUE OF 1658 


In 1658, anew emission of billon douzains (Ciani 1976) (Figure 4) and sixains (demi-douzains) 
(Ciani 1978) was struck at the Paris Mint. These coins were meant for circulation in France 
but by orders of the Conseil d’état they were recalled in 1662.*° There is no indication these 
were shipped to New France and the only 1658 billon coins of which I am aware are listed in 
Breen’s Encyclopedia as #273, #275 and #272, a silver piedfort. This issue is mentioned here 
only for completeness and is not considered a coinage of New France. 


40 Shortt, p. 7n, notes that the 1658 15 sols were recalled soon after their issue apparently because of being 
overrated. They were evidently re-issued at a later period but no details are given. 
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4. COINAGE OF 1692 TO 1705 


Over the previous years, there had been recurrent difficulties encountered with the circulation 
of billon coins as summarized in the preamble to the Arrét of September 16, 1692, which listed 
two significant problems. The first was that large quantities of these minor coins were sewn up 
in sacks of 200 livres (4,000 coins) that circulated among merchants to make large payments 
without ever having been opened, accurately counted or otherwise examined. Such large con- 
signments removed minor coins from daily commerce making them unavailable for the pur- 
chase of the low-cost necessities of life, which was the primary purpose for these lower de- 
nominations. Secondly, these unopened bags of douzains were not inspected and thus har- 
bored many counterfeits and defective coins of unequal weight, although supposedly labeled 
accurately as to content. To correct these deceptive practices, an earlier Arrét of October 7, 
1666,*' had limited to ten livres (or 200 douzains) the value of billon coins that could pass in 
any one payment. This restriction as to the maximum amount allowed in any single remittance 
was repeated in subsequent decrees of the king’s Council of State; since this regulation was 
reiterated so many times, it would appear that the order was essentially ignored despite threat 
of a fine of 3,000 Jivres and confiscation of the coins. The obvious problem was that the 
practice of sequestering substantial quantities of billon in sacks for large transactions among 
merchants effectively removed massive volumes of low denomination coins from active circu- 
lation and kept them out of the hands of the common people who needed them for their minor 
purchases. 


In the Declaration of March 28, 1679, circulating douzains were returned to their former value 
of 12 deniers, having passed at 15 deniers since 1640. This devaluation caused some prob- 
lems within the small change medium as expressed in the preamble to the Edict of October 
1692, where it stated that this decreased value encouraged shipment of the heavier billon coins 
out of the kingdom which were then replaced by lightweight coins and counterfeits. Mixtures 
of these sols defectueux sewn in bags still passed with good douwzains in large payments among 
merchants despite the prohibition against the activity. The profiteering from dealing in defec- 
tive coins, called billonnage, was a rampant, but strictly forbidden practice. Because so many 
douzains were tied up in these commercial transactions and because the small change medium 
had been infused with so many defective coins — lightweight, foreign, worn, counterfeit and 
otherwise — a shortage of coins for daily commerce continued.” 


To rectify this dearth of billon coins, the Edict of October 1692, ordered another recoinage 
which had two aspects: the old worn royal douzains — even those already counterstamped in 
1640 — were to be restruck with new dies; secondly, if this measure did not produce enough 
coins for current use, then an additional six million /ivres worth of new coins was authorized 


41 1666, 7 octobre. Paris. Arrest du Conseil d’Estat touchant l’exposition des sols appellez douzains dans toute 
sorte de payemens... An earlier Arrét of August 5, 1665, had limited the use of douzains in a payment to 1/20" 
of the total, including bills of exchange. A sliding scale was instituted later, Arrét of March 7, 1679, wherein 
payments up to 500 livres, 1/20" could be in douzains and from 500 to 6,000 livres, 1/30" in sous was permitted. 


” 


“2 « ce qui cause la disette de ces menués monoyes dans le commerce journalier des menués Denrées ... 
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to be struck on new planchets. Most of the French mints participated in this recoinage which 
lasted throughout the series from 1692 to 1705. The subsequent Edict of September 1709 (the 
same one which authorized the mousquetaires), stated that only about half of the coinage 
authorized on new planchets actually had been struck. These new douzains, both those 
recoined on old flans and those struck on new planchets, were to pass for 15 deniers in all 
French territories, including the colonies (dans toute l’étendué de Nostre Royume, Pais, Terres 
& Seigneuries de nostre obeissance ...). The resultant increase in value of three deniers was 
to defray the cost of the recoinage plus help support the armed forces engaged in the “present 
war!”“* A large number of these coins was recovered at Louisbourg indicating a substantial 
colonial circulation.4* Thus within this series, one can identify four types of coins: (a) old 
douzains restruck with new dies; (b) the same old douzains, on which the counterstamp of 
1640 is still visible; (c) those coins struck with new dies on new planchets; (d) newer issues 
recoined with new dies. Those coins that were not struck over other coins were probably regal 
issues meant to stay in France for general circulation whereas those overstruck specimens, 
especially those with the fleur-de-lis counterstamp would be bound for the colonies. See the 
following examples: 


a. New dies struck on new planchet. R4 
b. New dies struck over old douzain. R4 
c. New dies struck over old douzain with residual fleur-de-lis R5 


counterstamp from 1640. 


a. b. Cc. 


A common practice in France was to completely overstrike previously issued coins, especially 
during a ruler change or when the coins were rendered obsolete or too worn for circulation. 
This was noted with the 1692-1705 issue but in cases where the overstrikes were over newer 
coins and the undertype clearly defined, this came under the heading of recoining as in type 
(d). Whether these coins were also sent to the colonies is only speculative. Due to the fact that 
so many mints were involved with the different dates, I find it unreasonable to attempt to list 
them all and thus leave it up to the collector as a major challenge. 


48 « iln’ena esté fabriqué que la moitié ou environ ....” At 20 sous to a livre, money of account, this would 
calculate to 60 million “new” coins manufactued from 1692 to 1705, in addition to all the older issues that were 
restruck with the new dies. 


44 League of Augsburg War in Europe or King William’s War in America (1689-97). 


45 About 38% of the total 177 recovered billon coins were 15 deniers pieces from the 1692-1705 period (Moogk, 
“When Money Talks,” p. 61). 
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_ 


a 


d. Recoined with new dies. R4 
5. MOUSQUETAIRES OF 1709-13 


Another recoinage and revaluation was ordered by the Edict of May 1709 that was designed to 
make billon coins more proportional to the prevailing market value of gold and silver money 
in order to curb the continued illegal profiteering in coinage, or billonnage. As part of this 
plan, the old douzains were increased in value from 15 to 18 deniers, effective in all French 
territories, except Alsace where they were to pass at 20 deniers. This increased valuation was 
followed by a second edict in September 1709 authorizing a new and heavier billon coinage of 
30 deniers to be struck only at the Lyon and Metz mints. These new issues were to be of the 
same alloy as previous billon coinages, but because of their increased weight, they were to 
pass at 30 deniers everywhere in French territories, except for 33 deniers in Alsace. These 
new sols marqués were nicknamed “mousquetaire” supposedly because their cross device re- 
sembled the emblem worn by the royal musketeers. This series became the first billon coinage 
specifically minted for use in the French Colonies in America where they were rated at 27 
deniers in 1724 (while the old sous were set at 18 deniers).*° The quantities struck were very 
large and circulation continued for over a century. As previously stated, a companion 15 
deniers demi-mousquetaire (Ciani 1986) was minted only at Metz starting in 1711 but was not 
intended for colonial circulation although some did manage to arrive at Louisbourg as evi- 
denced by their recovery from archeological sites and from the fact that this coin was later 
rated for Canadian circulation at nine deniers by a 1744 ordinance. 


During the first quarter of the eighteenth century there were three species of billon coins in 
common use within the small change medium in France. These various emissions are men- 
tioned in several decrees pertaining to their circulation and within these documents, great care 
was taken to distinguish these coinages from each other in order to avoid confusion and ambi- 
guity. The 1692 to 1705 and earlier emissions of 1640 were called “/es anciens sols ou douzains 
de billon’”’; the 30 deniers “mousquetaires” were specifically referred to as “les piéces dites de 
trente deniers”; while the 15 deniers “demi-mousquetaires” were described with great speci- 
ficity as “les Pieces de quinze Deniers fabriquées dans la Monnaye de Metz.”*" These detailed 
definitions left no doubt as to which coinage was meant. The reason for this precision in 
describing these several billon coinages was that there were at least nine changes in the valu- 


46 Moogk, “When Money Talks,” p. 64. 
47 Arrest du 24 Mars 1714, du 8 Decembre 1714, du 3 Feb 1720, and du 25 Feb 1720. 


Introduction 15 


ation between 1709 and 1738 in France and it was important to identify to which coinage the 
change applied. In the North American colonies from 1662 to 1744, there were at least ten, or 
perhaps eleven, similarly legislated re-tariffings of the sous marqués.* . 


Fluctuating Value of Billon Coinage in France per Royal Edict or Arrét 


Date of Arrét, Edict, piéce de 30 deniers sol or douzain, piéce de 15 deniers 
or Declaration mousquetaire minted prior to demi-mousquetaire 
“new ones” 1705; “old ones” 


pre-June 1640 NA 


A 


15 deniers 


13% 


Z, 


— Z\|Z 


N 


A 
A 


not mentioned 


25 Feb 1720 


not mentioned 


28 Nov 1729__* 


— | —_ 
NTN (oe) 


* Same rate made effective in Canada on September 12, 1732.°° 
** This rate was effective for [le Royale by an ordinance of June 20, 1743, and for Canada on January 30, 1744. 


In anticipation of this devaluation in Canada, people sought to rid themselves of the old sous.*! 


An interesting Arrét of November 28, 1729, from Versailles, stated that the designs on the 
billon coinages had worn down to such an extent that there was great difficulty in distinguish- 
ing the more recent 30 deniers pieces from the old douzains or sols. Notwithstanding the fact 
that there was a difference in weight between the two varieties, it was ordered that they both 
should pass equally and indiscriminately at 24 deniers. The maximum quantity of such coins 
permitted in any one payment was again emphasized as was the prohibition against the circu- 
lation of foreign billon in France. 


The March 27, 1724 edict established the rate for the old sols (minted prior to 1705) at 18 
deniers throughout France and its colonies. However, two years later, their value within main- 


48 Moogk, “When Money Talks,” p. 64. 


4° This same schedule had been ordered on September 30, 1713, to take effect on June 1, 1714, but was appar- 
ently rescinded in favor of the tariffs ordered on 24 March 1714. 


° Shortt, pp. 629-31. 


>! Shortt, pp. 719, 727-31. Although the demi-mousquetaires were not intended for colonial circulation, they are 
cited in Article One of the 1743 ordinance to pass at nine deniers. 


16 The French Billon Coinage in the Americas 


land France was increased from 18 to 21 deniers, a rate that remained in effect until 1729 
when again they were revalued, this time at 24 deniers. Since the rate remained constant in 
America at 18 deniers, a significant differential developed making it favorable to ship old 
billon sols back to France for a 17% gain during the 1726-29 period. This advantage increased 
to a 25% profit from 1729 until 1738 when this exploitation halted since all existing billon sols 
were revalued in France to 18 deniers and the disparity was eliminated.** 


6. SOUS MARQUES OF 1738-64 


In the preamble to the Arrét of August 1, 1738, it was stated that the United Provinces of the 
Netherlands had recently reduced the value of their billon sols by one-half. Being well aware 
that money will flow into the area where it has greater value, the French government feared 
that such a devaluation in the Netherlands would spark an influx of devalued Dutch coins into 
France where they would be negotiated at a higher rate than at home. Louis XIV rapidly took 
measures to curb this illegal profiteering with devalued foreign billon, or billonnage, and or- 
dered that effective immediately the old douzains, as well as the 30 deniers mousquetaires, 
would be devalued by one-quarter from 24 to 18 deniers while the “demi-pieces de trente 
deniers” (half-mousquetaires) would be re-tariffed at nine. The edict also added, confirming 
two prior Arréts of 1728 and 1729, that no foreign money, including the sols, 30 deniers pieces, 
and liards of Lorraine could circulate or be received in France. Acknowledging that an easy 
way to introduce prohibited foreign coinage into France would be within large shipments of 
coins, it was further decreed that the billon in bags of coins had to be examined and counted! 
As per prior decrees designed to guarantee to the public that the value of the money within 
such sacks was accurately stated on their labels, it was reiterated that the old douzains and 30 
deniers pieces could not be placed in the same containers! Concerning large payments, it was 
further stressed that no more than 10 /ivres in billon were permitted in remittances under 400 
livres, and that within transactions exceeding that limit, billon coins could constitute no more 
than 1/40", or 2%% , of the total. (This same limit to the number of billon coins in any single 
disbursement was made applicable to Canada in 1743.°°) 


The above restrictions were ineffectual in preventing either the importation or profiteering in 
billon coinages as was confirmed two months later in the Edict of October 1738 in which it 
was deemed necessary to retire all sols of 30 deniers from circulation and replace them with a 
new coinage of sols and demi-sols of the same standard but revalued at 24 and 12 sols, respec- 
tively, which was calculated to be the value of their intrinsic metal content plus the cost of the 
reminting and conversion.** The number of these new coins receivable in any single payment 
remained unchanged and, to further protect the public from deceptive practices, these billon 
coins could not be mingled in sacks with silver coins. These new 12 and 24 deniers coins were 
to pass in the colonies at the same rate as in France. 

ee 

> Shortt, p. 631. 

53 Shortt, p. 723. 


54 See also, W. A. Shaw, The History of Currency 1252 to 1894 (London, 1896) 2" ed. (reprint, n.d., New York), 
pp 170-71. : 
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The Edict of October 1738 authorized the recall of the previous 30 deniers coins in favor of 
the mintage of new “double sol /sou” coins of 24 deniers, or sous marques, authorized to be 
issued from all the operating French mints.*° The years of peak mintage for the new double 
sou were 1739-40 but by 1752 only the Paris and Strasbourg mints continued production; by 
1764, minting of this issue ceased everywhere. In the early years of this issue, the coinage 
was struck in good billon but as the years progressed, more copper than legally prescribed was 
mixed into the alloy, except at the Paris Mint, where absolute standards were maintained. In 
- some instances, the coins were actually just washed in silver as a further profit-seeking ma- 
neuver. There were far fewer demi-sous marqués of 12 deniers minted which accounts for 
their rarity today. 


This overvaluation of billon coinages had given rise to significant counterfeiting. We have 
already seen how merchants, eager for a quick profit, quickly gathered many billon coins, 
sending them to the colonies in the 1660s whereas in the late 1720s, when billon was worth 
more in France than overseas, profiteers shipped them in the opposite direction. The reason 
for the relative scarcity of the earlier billon issues in Canada was because most were returned 
to France for remelting during the 1738-40 recoinage when production of the new sous marqués 
commenced. Once the 1738-64 issues of the sous marqués were coined and distribution had 
begun, the mousquetaires then became known as the “old” sols marqués. Until their final 
demonetization in 1746, any of those older issues still in circulation were well worn due to the 
softness of the alloy. 


A. OVERDATES 


During the course of collecting and researching this series it had become evident that the dies 
were badly worn from continued use. Since dies were expensive to make, even a deteriorating 
die was not discarded if there was any possible chance it could still be serviceable. A great 
economic saving was achieved by repunching old dies with a new date for a subsequent year, 
thus creating an overdate. This practice was carried out to such an extreme that there are 
several instances where a single obverse die had been overdated for three different years. 


It must be stressed that for a coin to be listed as having a repunched date, the original underdate 
must be identifiable as such and not confused with die breaks. The evidence for many repunched 
dates can be subtle and distinguishable only with a stereomicroscope or high-powered glass. I 
have seen many so-called overdates that just were not so and I have tried to be very careful to 
illustrate only those which are unequivocal. 


55 Since there were 12 deniers to one sou, these coins of 24 deniers were known as sous marqués, or a double 
sou. 
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B. LES DIFFERENTS 


Can you think of a more delightful or colorful way to project yourself and your identity into 
your art work than by marking it with a personalized symbol? Such is exactly what happened 
on the billon sous marqués, or double sols of France, struck from 1738 to 1764, where sym- 
bols were used to identify both the Director of the Mint and the Chief Engraver. This practice 
of marking coins with personalized symbols, or différents, had been perpetuated in France for 
centuries. These marks indicated far more than just one’s initials that were commonly en- 
graved on coins. Initials can become very nonspecific since many share the same combina- 
tions of letters. The différents, however, are very personal expressions of the artists’ own 
choosing. The more I learned about the use of Jes différents, the more fascinated I became with 
this interesting practice and will share with you in these following pages what I have learned. 


I have attempted to pictorially reproduce the differénts used on the 1738-64 sous marques and 
identify the individuals to whom they belonged. The differént on the obverse is the signature, 
so to speak, of the Chief Engraver who placed his differént preceding the date at about 11:00 
o’clock position since the bottom was occupied by the identifying mintmark of the city where 
the coin was made. The differént on the reverse is the signature of the Director of the mint and 
is always located on the bottom at the 6:00 o’clock position. Throughout this book, I have 
called the obverse side of the coin the one with the date. I selected this convention because 
French coinage has been inconsistent as to date placement, changing from side to side with 
various series. In France, the obverse usually refers to that side bearing the king’s name, 
however, this is not always the case. With each illustration, I have indicated the time frame 
when each différent was current and the city where the coins were minted. Next, with the aid 
of books on heraldry, research in other publications, and discussion with knowledgeable people 
in the field, I attempted to interpret the significance of each différent and decipher what the 
symbols represent. It was interesting to speculate why a particular emblem appealed to a 
specific person as his mark of identification. Ata glance, the careers of individuals can now 
be measured by the length of time in office since the respective différents changed with each 
new director and chief engraver. This system of différents certainly adds another dimension to 
numismatics. 


Note: The convention followed in this book will be to capitalize all différents for ease of 
recognition. 


MOUSQUETAIRES 
30 AND 15 DENIERS 


1709-13 


Note: All coin images are shown at 1.5X actual size. The descriptive text for most illus- 
trated coins appears directly below the photo. If a number appears below the photo 
refer to the matching number within the text for a description of the illustrated coin. 
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30 DENIERS 


“<p” 
LYON 


The Director of the Lyon Mint was Mathurin Laisne, serving from 1701 until his death on 
April 23, 1723. While his différent was a Flame symbol, it does not appear on coins of this 
series. The Chief Engraver was Clair I Jacquemin whose term lasted from approximately 1690 
until December 9, 1709, when he was replaced by Bertrand J acquemin, who apparently was 
his son. This is supported by the fact that both Jacquemin engravers, Clair and Bertrand, used 
an identical “Eagle’s Head” as their individual différents. 


In 1713, a star was added to the legend after the date for unclear reasons. 


Only the 30 deniers coins issued from the Lyon Mint were specifically authorized as currency 
for Canada, not the 15 deniers pieces from Metz.°*° 


-LVD-XIIII- FR-ET-NAV-REX:“Date” 
-PIECE-DE:XXX-DENIERS-D 


#6a 
1. 1709 --- None reported. 
2.1710 16,663,941 See the Counterfeit Section. R2 
--- a. Silver piefort. R7 
3.1711 13,806,514 See the Counterfeit Section. R2 


i EE EEE 


56 Hodder, “Coins of Nouvelle France,” p. 15. 


Mousquetaires 


4.1711-G Mint Error 
The mintmark G was used in place of a D. This is a truly remark- 
able error. At first it was believed to be a counterfeit, however, 
after careful examination, it was decided to be a genuine specimen 
made at the Lyon Mint where this G mintmark was mistakenly used 
for a D and issued as such. The letter punches and other features 
match the genuine specimens as well as the overall style. Even a 
counterfeiter would not have made this mistake. 


5172 26,719,786 See the Counterfeit Section. 


6.1713 10,381,339 
--- a. Star after date. 
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“AA” 
METZ 


The identity of the Mint Director at Metz is uncertain during the striking of this series. The 
différent used was a Pomegranate until 1712, inclusive, while that for the 1713 issue was a 
Rose. The Chief Engraver is believed to have been Pierre Pantaleon who used the Ermine as 
his différent during his tenure in office from 1694 to at least 1721. 


-LVD-XIIII-FR-ET-NAV:REX: “Date” (Pomegranate) 
-PIECE-DE-XXX (Ermine) DENIERS-AA 


#8 


Je L7QS 465,238 This issue was used to pay soldiers in the R6 
Ardennes. They also passed at 33 deniers 
in Alsace. In all probability few saw 
circulation in the colonies. 


8. 1710 13,269,922 See the Counterfeit Section. R2 
--- a. Silver piefort. R8 
--- b. Large stop in place of Pomegranate. R8 
9.1711 17,612,070 See the Counterfeit Section. R3 
10. 1712 13,455,474 R3 
11. 1713 10,359,700 RS 


=e a. Rose after date. R2 


Mousquetaires 


15 DENIERS 
DEMI-MOUSQUETAIRE 


“AA” 
METZ 


The 15 deniers or demi-mousquetaire was struck only at the Metz Mint, presumably com- 
mencing with the 1711 issue. An edict of May 5, 1711, authorized 4,800,000 to be struck for 
the payment of troops. Any coins of this issue that circulated in the French Colonies would 
have arrived there incidentally carried by private individuals and were not sent through offi- 
cial channels. As previously noted, a few coins of this denomination and mint were recovered 
at Louisbourg. This is not unexpected since in a coin-starved economy, any world coin might 
be pressed into service. It has been suggested that a specimen dated 1710 may exist, but, this 


has not been confirmed; if it exists at all, it is probably a pattern. 


*-LVD-XITII-FR-ET-NAV-REX: “Date” (Pomegranate) 
‘PIECE-DE-XV (Ermine) DENIERS-AA 


#14 


12.1711 --- 


13.1712 --- 
a a. 1712/1 overdate. 


--- b. Error. XXX in place of XV. No stop after REX. 


--- c. Corrected error with XV over XXX. 


R5 
R4 


R7 
R7 


R8 
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14. 1713 1,706,400 Pomegranate différent. 


--- a. 1713/2 overdate. Rose différent also 
over the Pomegranate. 
--- b. Rose différent. 


R4 


R8 


R2 


BILLON SOUS MARQUES 
Two SOLS or 24 DENIERS 


1738-64 


Note 1: All coin images are shown at 1.5X actual size. The descriptive text for most 
illustrated coins appears directly below the photo. If a number appears below the photo 
refer to the matching number within the text for a description of the illustrated coin. 


Note 2: The mints are presented in the alphabetical order of their single letter mintmarks, 
then the number 9 (Rennes) and the ampersand for Aix; next in the sequence are the 
double letters, AA (Metz), BB (Strasbourg), and addorsed CC (Besancon); lastly comes 
the symbolic “cow” for Pau. 
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“A” 
PARIS 


The Edict of October 1738 afforded little time for the preparation of new dies for the manufac- 
ture of the sous marqués to commence that same year. Mathieu Renard da Tasta was Mint 
Director in 1738, however, his tenure of office expired on March 2, 1738, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Mathieu Renard de Petiton on March 23. DaTasta’s use of a Fox as his différent was 
an obvious rebus for renard, French for “fox,” and since both Mint Directors employed the 
same primary symbol, Petiton decided to distinguish himself by adding a lozenge after the 
Fox. Two specimens have been located with a stop after the Fox instead of a lozenge, one of 
which is believed to be a contemporary counterfeit and is noted as such in the Counterfeit 
Section. The other, however, although worn, appears genuine as the date and stop after the 
Fox are clear. The différent on this specimen is not distinctive and does not resemble the Fox, 
possibly through die failure disfiguring the Fox, or, it is possible this could be another decep- 
tive counterfeit. Until another is examined, this remains an enigma. It is also possible that 
earlier dies were ordered by DaTasta in anticipation of the Edict and specimens with the stop 
after the Fox were prepared under his direction. For this reason and the fact that the workman- 
ship appears genuine, those specimens with the stop after the Fox will be attributed to Da 
Tasta but with the stated reservations. 


The use of a dot below the D of LUD began about 1725 to identify specimens struck during the 
last six months of the year. This practice originated a 1‘ and 2™ semester classification, pre- 
sumably for assay purposes. This routine was primarily restricted to the Paris Mint probably 
because it produced the largest number of coins and control was considered more essential. 
The practice of using a 2" semester designation on the 1738-64 sous marqués apparently be- 
gan with the 1739 issue. No specimens have been seen by the author designating the second 
half of 1738, even though production did occur during that time frame. 


The mintage figures given for each year include all specimens struck during the year and are 
not separated as to which semester since the specific numbers for each period are not avail- 
able. In many cases, the mintage figures are not known. 


a =~ 


ROSE FOX 
Georges Roettiers Mathieu Renard da Tasta 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV'D-G:FR: (Fox) -ET NAV-REX 


Billon Sous Marques 


15. 1738 2,770,886 See the Counterfeit Section. While the mintage R8 
figures include all specimens struck in 1738, 
it must be concluded that those with the stop 
after the Fox are much rarer, especially if 
proven genuine. 


ROSE FOX 
Georges Roettiers Mathieu Renard de Petiton 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-:A BENEDICTUM (Rose) “Date” 
*‘LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Fox) 0 ET NAV-REX 


16. 1738 --- All specimens now come with the lozenge Rl 
after the Fox. 


17. 1739 8,068,970 One of the most common issues of the R1 
series with numerous die varieties. See 
the Counterfeit Section. 1‘' semester. 


--- a. 1739/8 overdate. Specimen examined was R8 
worn but a partial loop of an 8 was visible 


at the lower left of the 9. 1‘* semester. 


b. 2™4 semester. R6 


27 


28 


18. 1739 


19. 1740 
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c. 1739/2 overdate. Specimen examined had all the 
appearance of having the 9 recut over a 2, but may 
possibly be a die crack causing that appearance. 


‘SIT NOM DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1739 


1,089,942 


This variety must be given special attention. It has 
an inverted V for an A and no stop after NOM. 

It almost appears to be a pattern because of the 
sharpness in detail and perfect centering. This only 
known specimen is struck in copper, and while 
unusual, is believed to be a mint product. 


1* semester. 

a. 2™ semester. 

b. No stop before SIT, 1* semester. 
c. No stop before SIT, 2"? semester. 


d. MA monogram used for M of CTUM, 1* semester. 


e. 1740/39 overdate, 1‘ semester. 


R8 


R8 


R5 
R7 
R8 
R8 


R8 


R7 


20. 1741 --- 


21. 1742 --- 


22. 1743 435,860 


Billon Sous Marques 


1st semester. A small hoard has been examined 
making this a common variety. In this hoard 
most specimens were very worn and thin and 
all lacked any silvering. 

a. 2™4 semester. 


1 semester. Counterfeits have been reported 
but none have been seen by the author. 


: 
a. 1742/1 overdate, 1‘t semester. 
b. 24 semester. 


c. 1742/1 overdate, 2™4 semester. 


1* semester. 
a, 2"! semester. Specimens examined indicate 
they were part of a hoard recovered from the 


French frigate, St. Geran, that sunk during a gale 
when it struck shoals en route to the [le de France 
(Mauritius) on August 17, 1744. Of the 181 persons 


on board, only eight crew members and one 


passenger survived by clinging to loose boards, 
after the life boats were crushed by the falling masts. 


R5 


R2 


R8 
R6 


R7 


R8 
Rl 


The ship was carrying 50,000 piastres of silver. These 


details were from the court of inquiry. The wreck was 
discovered and salvaged in the 1950s by a team of 
divers.*’ The recovered coins show salt water erosion. 


29 


57 Pierre deSornay, Isle de France - [le Maurice (Mauritius, 1950) pp. 535-38; Mendel Peterson, personal communi- 


cation, September 21, 1988. 


30 


23. 1744 


24. 1745 


25. 1746 


26. 1747 


293,130 


467,486 


327,160 
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1*t semester. 
a. 2™4 semester. 


a 


& 


b. 1744/3 overdate. Very deceptive with traces of 


the top of the 3 protruding from the 4. 1* semester. 


1*t semester. None reported. 
a. 24 semester. 


b. 1745/4 overdate. Uncertain semester. 


1st semester. 
a. 2™ semester. 


Pe 


“a 


b. 1746/4 overdate. 2"¢ semester. 


c. 1746/5 overdate. 1‘t semester. 


1“ semester. 
a. 2™ semester. None reported. 


— 
_— 


b. 1747/3 overdate. 1‘ semester. 


Se 


c. 1747/6 overdate. 2" semester. 


R5 
R8 


R7 


R7 


R8 


R7 
R6 


R8 


R8 


R7 


R8 


R7 


Billon Sous Marqués al 


PARIS/LYON HYBRID 
ROSE SUN BURST 


‘SIT NOM DOM-A:BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1747 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Sun Burst) ET-NAV-REX 


27. 1747 --- An extraordinary variety with a Lyon Mint R8 
reverse, possibly a special issue with a stop 
inserted after the A mintmark. Also no 
stop before the Sun Burst and a stop after 
ET, very unlike the Paris issues. The Lyon Mint 
ceased producing this series in 1743. This reverse 
die found its way to the Paris Mint, either 
intentionally or accidentally, and was used to 
strike this hybrid. To date, this is the only known 
specimen. 


28. 1748 --- 1* semester. R8 
--- a. 2 semester. None reported. 


--- b. 1748/7 overdate, 2"? semester. R8 
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Georges Roettiers had been Chief Engraver at the Paris Mint from 1703 to 1748, but was now 
succeeded by Joseph Charles Roettiers de la Bertaiche who was to continue in office until 
1759. The use of the Rose différent was continued with no basic design change. 


ROSE FOX 
Joseph Charles Roettiers de la Bertaiche Mathieu Renard de Petiton 
29. 1749 --- 1*t semester. R8 
--- a. 2™ semester. RS5 


--- b. 1749/8 overdate, 2" semester. R7 


Imitations reported with this date have a large C punched into the die for use in Cayenne and 
were purposely made to look worn for circulation in the French West Indies where worn sous 
marqués were accepted as currency as late as the 1860s. These dies are incomplete with 
respect to design and legend and many have various other letter counterstamps for circulation 
in the French and later British West Indies. 


30. 1750 266,370 1*t semester. None reported. 
See the Counterfeit Section. 
au a. 2™ semester. R5 


--- b. 1750/48 overdate, 24 semester. The R8 
bottom of the 4 extends below the 5 and 
the 8 shows within the inner circle of the 0. 


31.1751 239,070 1st semester. R6 
--- a. 2"! semester. None reported. 


32. 1752 


33. 1753 


91,800 


114,620 


Billon Sous Marques 


1** semester. 


a. 1752/1 either an overdate or a possible die break. 


b. 2™ semester. None reported. 


1** semester. 


a. 1753/2 overdate, 1‘ semester. 
b. 24 semester. None reported. 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R8 


33 


The year 1754 was the first year that Petiton dropped the lozenge as part of his différent. By 
then his identity had been established using the Fox and he probably felt the lozenge was no 
longer required to distinguish himself from DaTasta. 


34. 1754 


35. 


1755 


‘LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Fox) ET NAV-REX 


1 semester. On specimens observed 
the stop after LUD was weak or missing. 
a. 2™ semester. 


cae 


b. 1754/3 overdate. 1‘ semester. 
c. No stop after XV, 2™ semester. 
d. No stop before SIT, 2™¢ semester. 


1 semester. None reported. 
a. 2™ semester. 
b. No stop after XV, 2"! semester. 


c. 1755/4 overdate, 1°‘ semester. 
d. 1755/4 overdate, 2"4 semester. 


R7 


R4 


R7 
R8 
R8 


R4 


R7 


R7 
R7 
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There are several varieties of counterfeits for this date, both of the 1* and 2™ semester. See the 
Counterfeit Section. 


36. 1756 128,600 1 semester. None reported. See the 
Counterfeit Section. 
--- a. 2"¢ semester. R6 
--- b. 1756/5 overdate, 2"! semester. The conversion R7 


of the 5 into a 6 was not as deeply cut as the 5 
leaving the 5 noticeable but clear in the attempt 
to convert it into a 6. 


The year 1757 saw the end of Mathieu Renard de Petiton’s 20-year tenure as Mint Director. He 
was succeeded by Jean Dupeyron who served from May 16, 1757, to July 1764. Dupeyron had 
formerly served as Mint Director at Lille from 1741 to 1754 where he employed the same 
différent, a Heron. This symbol is a rebus on his name since the French word héron sounds 
similar to the ending of his surname, also ‘eyron. 


ROSE HERON 
Joseph Charles Roettiers de la Bertaiche Jean Dupeyron 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Heron) ET NAV-REX 


37. VIS? --- 1st semester. None reported. 
--- a. 2" semester. R2 


38. 1757 


39. 1758 


40. 1759 
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b. 1757/0 overdate, 2"? semester. 
The 7 is clearly over a 0 and not a 6. 


c. 1757/6 overdate, 1°‘ semester. 


d. 1757/6 overdate, 2"! semester. 


e. 1757/5/4 double overdate, 2"? semester. 


1 semester. 
a. 2"! semester. None reported. 
b. 1758/4 overdate, 1*t semester. 


c. 1758/4 overdate, 2" semester. 
d. 1758/7 overdate, 1** semester. 


e. 1758/7 overdate, 1“ semester. Stop before 


SIT and DOM weak or missing. 


1° semester. 
a. Stop after SIT, 1* semester. 
b. 2™4 semester. 


c. 1759/8/4 double overdate, 1‘‘ semester. 


R6 


R8 


R6 


R8 


R5 


R5 


R7 
R8 


R8 
R7 


R8 
R8 


R8 


30 
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During 1757, a stop was added after the Heron during the beginning of the term of Dupeyron. 
This created an overlap of reverse dies, some with, and others without the stop after the Heron. 


-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Heron) -ET NAV-REX 


41. 1757 --- 1st semester. None reported. 
--- a. 2"! semester. R7 
42.1758 --- 1*t semester. R5 
--- a. 2"! semester. Stop after SIT. R8 


--- b. 1758/7 overdate, 1*t semester. R6 


43.1759 --- Three specimens reported but not confirmed R7 
as whether they are 1“ or 2" semester. 


--- b. 1759/8 overdate, 1‘ semester. R6 
--- c. 1759/8 overdate, 2"4 semester. R6 
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In 1759, a new Mint Engraver, Charles Norbert Roettiers, replaced Joseph Charles Roettiers de la 
Bertaiche, who in turn had succeeded Georges Roettiers in 1748. Of these three Roettiers, the first 
two used the same Rose différent as previously mentioned, but Charles Norbert broke the tradition 
and adopted a Cross. During the transition period of 1760, on certain issues, the Cross différent of 
Charles Norbert Roettiers is found stamped over the Rose of his predecessor. The new Roettiers 
retained his position until November 29, 1772. The relationship of these three engravers is un- 


és a 


CROSS HERON 
Charles Norbert Roettiers Jean Dupeyron 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Cross) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Heron) -ET NAV-REX 


44. 1760 --- 1 semester. None reported. See the 
Counterfeit Section. 
--- a. 24 semester. May be 1760/58 overdate. R7 


--- b. 1760/58/4 double overdate, Cross R6 
over Rose. 2"! semester. 


--- c. 1760/58 overdate, Stop after SIT, 1‘t semester. R8 
--- d. 1760/59 overdate, 1‘ semester. R7 
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45.1761 


46. 1762 


47. 1763 
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1st semester. 
a. 2" semester. 
b. No stop after FR, 2" semester. 


c. 1761/59 overdate, 2"! semester. Specimen 
examined appears to have the | over 0, 
however, the 6 is over a 5 and can only 
be 61/59. There is also a stop in front of the 
large L for reasons unknown. 


1* semester. 

a. 2™4 semester. 

1** semester. No reverse différent. 

No stop between D and G. Mint error. 


a. 1763/2 overdate. The 3 is over an 
inverted 2. 1% semester. 
b. 2" semester. 


c. 1763/3/2 multiple overdate. 2" semester. 
Flat topped 3 over a curved 3 over a 2. 


R8 
R6 
R8 


R8 


R4 
R7 
R8 


R6 


R4 


R7 
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From July 1764, to the end of April 1765, Mathieu Tillet assumed the office of Mint Director 
because of official misconduct charges brought against Dupeyron of which he was subse- 
quently acquitted and restored to office. Tillet was formerly the Mint Director at Troyes from 
1735 to 1755 where he used the same différent that can be confidently identified because it is 
a rebus on his name, Tillet, which is an ancient spelling for the word ¢i//eul meaning “linden 
tree” in French. 


CROSS LINDEN TREE 
Charles Norbert Roettiers Mathieu Tillet 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Cross) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Tree) -ET NAV-REX 


ag 


48. 1764 --- 1 semester. None reported. 
--- a. 2" semester. RI 


— b. 1764/3 overdate, 2°¢ semester. R2 
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“RB” 
ROUEN 


Pierre Racine de Boscherville served as Mint Director from the period of approximately 1709 
to 1750; his exact years are uncertain. The Spade différent is a rebus on the French homonym 
of Boscherville, (bécheur for digger from béche, a “spade”). The tenure of Dominique de 
Peinturier de Guillaule as Chief Engraver was from 1725 to 1749. The most distinguishing 
characteristic found on the coins of Rouen is the placement of a horizontal lozenge before 
LUD, a feature not found with any other mint. This occurred at the Rouen Mint from 1664 to 
1785 and is not the différent of a mint official because its occurrence overlaps the tenure of 
many individuals. It appears to be more of a supplemental mintmark than anything else. 


A se 


RIBBON LOOP SPADE 
Dominique de Peinturier de Guillaule Pierre Racine de Boscherville 


-SIT-NOM:-DOM:B:BENEDICTUM (Ribbon Loop) “Date” 
<>LUD-XV-D-G:FR: (Spade) -ET-NAV-REX 


49.1738 366,777 R8 
50.1739 2,462,459 Rl 
— a. REX looks like RBX. R8 
eae b. No stop before Spade. R8 
51. 1740 1,467,242 R3 


ae a. 1740/39 overdate. R7 


52. 1741 --- R6 
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During 1741, a change took place for no obvious reason. The stops before and after the Spade 
different were removed from the design. No 1741 specimens have been seen by the author, 
however, this change had been reflected in the 1741/0 overdate and those after. 


<>LUD-XV-D-G:FR (Spade) ET-NAV-REX 


53.1741 --- 1741/0 overdate. R8 


54. 1742 80,034 R7 


--- a. 1742/38 overdate. R8 
--- b. 1742/39 overdate — one reported but not confirmed. R8 


ous c. 1742/1 overdate. R5 
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“Cc” 
CAEN 


The coinage of Caen distinguished itself from the other mints by placing an annulet after the 
Rowel différent. (A Rowel is a revolving disk at the end of a spur with sharp points.) The 
change from the annulet to a solid stop occurred sometime between 1745 when an annulet is 
still observed, and 1748, when a solid stop was used. In many instances the identity of an 
annulet is deceptive if its center portion fills in giving it the appearance of a solid stop. Al- 
though there was a change of Mint Directors in 1742, there was no apparent change in the 
design. Low mintage figures account for the rarity of most years. 


3g me 


ANCHOR ROWEL 
Olivier Laurent Rocque Pierre Jullien de Goupillicre 


-SIT NOM-DOM-C BENEDICTUM (anchor) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR-(Rowel) °ET NAV-REX 


#56 
55. 1738 30,851 None reported. 
56. 1739 1,580,526 R3 
57. 1740 597,695 R7 
58. 1741 310,034 R8 


R7 


39, 


60. 


61. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


68. 


69. 


Olivier Laurent Rocque 


1742 


1743 


1744 


1745 


1746 


1747 


1748 


1749 


1750 


1751 


1752 
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ANCHOR ROWEL 
Antoine Fr. Jullien de Goupilliére 


194,793 


--- a. 1742/1 overdate. 
167,554 

115,958 

99,950 Stop after SIT. 
98,430 

T1ga7Tl 


79,385 


--- a. 1748/7 overdate. 
68,147 
‘-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Rowel) -ET NAV-REX 
82,467 
59,294 


5,439 None reported. 


R8 


R6 


R6 


R7 


R7 


R7 


R8 


R7 


R7 


R7 


R8 


R7 
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“p” 
LYON 


Jean-Louis Loir served as Mint Director from 1730 to 1747, and Bertrand Jacquemin as Chief 
Engraver from 1715 to 1743. In March 1743, Clair II Jacquemin assumed the position of 
Chief Engraver until his death on December 16, 1759. There are no mint records indicating 
that any specimens were struck in either 1738 or 1743. The changeover in early 1743 of the 
Chief Engraver suggests the 1743 issue is probably attributable to Clair III Jacquemin. The 
absence of a différent is significant in that a selection of a different may not have been made 
during 1743. It has been ascertained that the Eagle’s Head was retained by Jacquemin in sub- 


sequent years. 


EAGLE’S HEAD SUN BURST 
Bertrand Jacquemin Jean-Louis Loir 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-D BENEDICTUM (Eagle’s Head) “Date” 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Sun Burst) ET NAV-REX 


#72 
70. 1738 --- R6 
71. 1739 2,710,852 RI 
72. 1740 678,136 R4 
--- a. No stop before SIT. R8 
73.1741 393,994 See the Counterfeit Section. R4 


74. 1742 49,070 R8 


75. 1743 
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a5 


(None) SUN BURST 
Clair III Jacquemin Jean-Louis Loir 


SIT NOM DOM D BENEDICTUM: 1743 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Sun Burst) ET NAV REX 


--- Stop visible only after BENEDICTUM. 
No obverse différent. No stops after FR or NAV. 


R7 
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oR” 
TOURS 


Pierre Petiteau’s tenure of office as Mint Director at Tours continued from 1735 to 1763, with 
Francois Crete serving as Chief Engraver from 1734 to 1767. Other than the years 1739 and 
1740, the mintage figures were low accounting for the rarity of most specimens, especially in 


the later years. 


STAR : HEART 
Francois Crete Pierre Petiteau 


‘SIT NOM:DOM-E BENEDICTUM (Star) “Date” 
-LUD-XV:D-G-FR: (Heart) -ET NAV-REX 


#77 
70< [TIS 20, 798 R8 
Tig 1739 1,029,400 Rl 
--- a. Stop after ET. R8 
78. 1740 510,619 See the Counterfeit Section. . R7 
--- a. No stop after G. R8 
--- b. 1740/39 overdate - The overdate is very R8 


subtle. The 3 barely shows behind the 4 
and the 9 is visible within the 0. 


79.1741 210,193 R6 
80. 1742 87,782 R8 


81. 1743 62,217 R8 


82. 


83; 


84. 


85. 


86. 


87. 


88. 


1744 


1745 


1746 


1747 


1748 


1749 


1750 
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None reported. 
a. 1747/6 overdate. 


a. 1750/49 overdate. 


R7 


R8 


R5 


R8 


R7 


R8 


R8 


R8 
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a is 
POITIERS 


Hugues Saillard served as Mint Director from at least 1736 to 1754; the entire tenure of his 
office is not certain. The same can be said for Jean Ambroise Grillaud, the Chief Engraver, 
who also served from at least 1736 and remained in office up to 1771. 


Q Bf 


POMEGRANATE TWIN FLOWERS 
Jean Ambroise Grillaud Hugues Saillard 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-G BENEDICTUM (Pomegranate) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Twin Flowers) ET NAV-REX 


#90 
89. 1738 115,084 R7 
90. 1739 581,336 RI 
--- a. Annulet or hollowed stop before LUD. R8 
91. 1740 169,864 R7 
92.1741 --- R3 
93. 1742 76,187 R7 


--- a. 1742/1 overdate — one reported but not confirmed. R8 
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“H” 
LA ROCHELLE 


It is uncertain who served as Mint Director using the Star différent during the striking of this 
series. Gilles I. Massinet served as Chief Engraver from 1739, or earlier, to 1782 or later. 
Since no specimens of the excessively rare 1738 issue have been located, it is difficult to 
determine whether he was the engraver at that time. There are several counterfeits bearing the 
1742 date as noted in the Counterfeit Section. 


ya oy 


TOWER STAR 
Gilles I. Massinet 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-H BENEDICTUM (Tower) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET NAV-REX 


#95 
94. 1738 28,302 No stop after XV. R8 
95. 1739 667,891 R4 
96. 1740 217,927 R7 
--- a. Stop after SIT and after H. R8 
97.1741 --- R8 
98. 1742 25,932 See the Counterfeit Section. Genuine specimens R6 
examined had no stops before and after the 
Star différent. 
99. 1743 25,932 No stops before and after Star. R7 


50 


100. 


LOL 


102. 


103. 


104. 


105. 


106. 


107. 


108. 


109. 


110. 


LE 


ie 


ee 


1740 


1741 


1742 


1743 


1744 


1745 


1746 


1747 


1748 


1749 


1750 


Le 


P7532 


Wiey 
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‘SIT NOM-DOM-H:BENEDICTUM (Tower) “Date” 


--- Stop after SIT. 


was See the Counterfeit Section. 
a. No stop after H. 


a. No stop after H. 


-SIT-NOM-DOM-H-BENEDICTUM (Tower) “Date” 


600,800 Stop after ET. The reported mintage 
figure is questionable for this date. 


23,070 No stop after H. 


--- This date has been reported but not 
confirmed and is questionable. 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R7 
R8 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R6 


R8 


R7 


R6 


R7 


R8 
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soy”? 


LIMOGES 


The Mint Director responsible for striking this series, using a Harp différent, is not identified. 
It is believed that Francois Pomroy was the Chief Engraver; his exact tenure is unknown. 


T Ww 


CROSS HARP 
Frangois Pomroy 


-SIT NOM-DOM-I BENEDICTUM (Cross) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Harp) © ET NAV-REX 


#116 
114. 1738 10,732 None reported. 


115. 1739 630,618 R6 


== a. 1739/8 overdate. R8 


116. 1740 601,653 R6 
--- a. No stop after NAV. R8 

b. Stop after TUM and no stop after NAV. R8 

117. 1741 150,800 R8 
--- _ a. Stop after ET. R8 


118. 1742 103,550 R6 


52 


119. 1743 


120. 1744 


52,460 


143,472 
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None reported. 


R8 
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“Kk” 
BORDEAUX 


=e 


Bernard de la Molere Siberol served as Mint Director from 1711 to 1745. The Chief Engraver, 
Pierre Petit, served from 1718 to 1758. 


121. 


122. 


23: 


124. 


LZ: 


126. 


1738 


1739 


1740 


1741 


1742 


1743 


All 


FLEUR-DE-LIS 
Pierre Petit 


©) 


MILLSTONE 


Bernard de la Molere Siberol 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-K BENEDICTUM (Fleur-de-Lis) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Millstone) -ET NAV-REX 


14,384 


1,282,512 


521,696 


#122 


a. Stop after K, stop after ET. 


a. Stop after K. 


‘SIT NOM-DOM:K: BENEDICTUM - (Fleur-de-Lis) - “Date” 


87,024 


R8 


R5 
R8 


R5 
R8 


R8 


R6 


R5 
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127. 1744 143,472 Specimen examined had the L of LUD over 
an inverted T, and E of REX over A. 
--- a. 1744/3 overdate. Similar to 1742 
with no stop after K, or before and 
after the fleur-de-lis. 


R8 


R7 


Pierre Arnaud’s tenure in office as Mint Director at Bayonne started in 1735 and ended in 
1757. His Chief Engraver was Philippe Ninon who began in office in 1736 and continued until 
1771. Specimens from Bayonne are among the most difficult to obtain even though the mint- 
ing occurred over a 14-year span. Only five examples of this series minted during that period 
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soy? 


BAYONNE 


have been located to the present time. 


128. 


129. 


130. 


131. 


132. 


133. 


134. 


L7a9 


1740 


1741 


1742 


1743 


1744 


1745 


ROSE 


Philippe Ninon 


DOG 
Pierre Arnaud 


*“SIT NOM-DOM:-L BENEDICTUM (Rose) “Date” 


-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Dog) ET NAV:REX 


239,400 


123,311 
75,066 


17,250 


#137 


a. Colon after FR. 
b. Stop after Dog. 


Stop after Dog. 


R8 
R8 
R8 
R8 
R8 
R8 

R8 


R8 


R8 
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135. 


136. 


Ld 


138. 


139. 


140. 


141. 


1746 


1747 


1748 


1749 


1750 


L731 


1752 
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None reported. 


R8 


R8 


RZ 


R8 


R8 


R7 
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“My”? 
TOULOUSE 


Christophe Bourdeau was Director of the Toulouse Mint from 1738 to 1764. His protégé, Jean 
Dupeyron, became Mint Director of both Lille (1742-50) and Paris (1757-63). The Chief 
Engraver, Louis-Pierre Jacques Pouzeau, began in 1726 using the Scallop as his different. The 
last known use of the Scallop was 1793 and whether this 68-year span was served by only this 
one engraver is uncertain. Another source of information places the end of his tenure in office 
as 1781. While the mintage records indicate a moderately substantial number of coins struck, 
this series is quite rare in all cases, and only a few specimens have been reported to date. 


wy, em 


SCALLOP ROWEL 
Louis-Pierre Jacques Pouzeau Christophe Bourdeau 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-M-BENEDICTUM (Scallop) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Rowel) -ET NAV-REX 


#146 
142. 1738 185,285 Stop after SIT. R8 
143.1739 2,004,900 R8 
--- a. 1739/38 overdate, stop ae SIT, R8 
144.1740 665,408 | R8 
--- a. 1740/39 reported but not confirmed. R8 
145. 1741 291,570 R7 


146. 1742 246,202 No stop before or after Rowel. R7 


58 


147. 1743 


148. 1744 


131,224 


105,750 
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Stop after SIT. 
a. 1743/2 overdate. Stop after SIT. 


None reported. 


R8 
R8 
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ony”? 
MONTPELLIER 


The Mint Director for Montpellier was André Angrave who served in office from 1737 to 
1766. The Chief Engraver was Jean-André Brondes, who started in 1732 and ended his term in 


1764. 
ANCHOR LAMP 
Jean-André Brondes André Angrave 
-“SIT NOM-DOM:N BENEDICTUM (Anchor) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Lamp) -ET NAV-REX 
149. 1739 1,091,388 RI 
--- a. No stop between D and G. R8 
| me 
--- b. Error. BENEDITUM, missing the C. R8 
150. 1740 400,898 R5 
151. 1741 102,557 R8 
--- a. Stop after SIT. R6 
152. 1742 --- R8 
| --- a. 1742/1 overdate reported but not confirmed. R8 
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“OQ” 
RIOM 


The Mint Director for the Riom Mint was J. F. Coste Dumesnil who served from 1724 to 1761. 
His Chief Engraver was Jean Villa, who may have begun in the early 1700s with his tenure 
ending sometime between 1744 and 1747. This series offers the widest variety of random 
punctuation placements of all the mints. The desire for uniformity was certainly lacking, espe- 
cially during 1739. While several variations are noted, others are sure to exist. On a whole, the 
1739 issue could only be called scarce, but individually some are extremely rare as indicated. 


ob ip 


TREFOIL LEAF 
Jean Villa J. F. Coste Dumesnil 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-O BENEDICTUM (Trefoil) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Leaf) -ET NAV-REX 


#154 
153. 1738 122,610 R7 
154. 1739 |e feos Lvl . R6 
--- a. No stop after Leaf. R8 
--- b. No stop before Leaf. R8 
--- c. Stop after SIT, no stop before O. R8 
--- d. No obverse punctuation, no stops R8 
before and after Leaf. 
--- e. Full stop punctuation in legend except R5 


between ET NAV. 


155. 1740 


156. 1741 


157. 1742 


158. 1743 


159. 1744 
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-SIT NOM-DOM-O-BENEDICTUM (Trefoil) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Leaf) -ET NAV-REX 


419,132 

= a. No stop before SIT. 
220,197 

asa a. No stop after XV. 
_— b. No stop after O. 
133,322 

136,322 

35,138 


R8 
R8 


R8 
R8 
R8 
R8 
R8 


R8 
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“p” 
DIJON 


Pierre Nardot began as Mint Director between 1727 and 1729, with his tenure in office lasting 
at least until 1760, although these dates are questionable. Simon Roger on the other hand 
apparently started with the reopening of the mint in 1690. His length in office is uncertain 
except to say he was the engraver during the last issue of this series in 1744. No reason could 
be determined for the change from the lozenge following the Anchor in 1738, to a stop in 
1739, except possibly for expediency 


Loy ado 
HUNTING HORN ANCHOR 
Simon Roger 


-SIT NOM-DOM-P BENEDICTUM (Hunting Horn) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Anchor) © ET NAV-REX 


#164 
160. 1738 --- Piefort in silver. Milled edge. No R8 
stop before SIT. (ANS collection) 
161. 1738 211,879 R3 
--- a. No stop before SIT. RS 
162. 1739 1,382,522 R2 


-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Anchor) -ET NAV-REX 


163. 1739 R4 
sue a. Stop after SIT. R6 


164. 1740 326,035 R5 


165. 1741 


166. 1742 


167. 1743 


168. 1744 
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129,666 


163,045 


Joe a. 1743/2 overdate. 


167,898 
--- a. No stop after Anchor. 


R7 


R7 


R6 


R7 


R3 
R7 
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“Q” 
PERPIGNAN 


The earliest record of Christophe Bourdeau as Mint Director at the Perpignan Mint dates to 
1716, lasting until 1769. Whether he was also the Mint Director of the same name at the 
Toulouse Mint (1738-64) is uncertain since two unlike différents were used. Louis II Brodus 
served as Chief Engraver from 1726 to 1740. Coins from this mint are among the most diffi- 
cult to obtain, with only a total of six having been reported. 


<=) 


HAT COCKLE 
Louis II Brodus Christophe Bourdeau 


‘SIT-NOM:DOM:Q:BENEDICTUM (Hat): “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G:FR: (Cockle) -ET-NAV-REX 


ce 


#171 


169. 1738 17,100 None reported. 
170.1739 22,800 R8 


171. 1740 328,897 R6 
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Claude-Philippe Barthelemy took over the position as Chief Engraver on December of 1740, 


with his tenure lasting until 1774. No specimens of Barthelemy’s work were available for 
examination. 


DOVE COCKLE 
Claude-Philippe Barthelemy Christophe Bourdeau 


172. 1741 113,517 None reported. 


173. 1762 91,522 None reported. 
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“R” 
ORLEANS 


Guillaume Benoist served as Mint Director from approximately 1726 to 1741 when he was 
replaced by another director, presently not known, who used a Star différent. Jean Louis 
Guiquero served as Chief Engraver for the Orleans Mint from approximately 1726 to 1741. 
His son, Marc Amy Guiquero, apparently served with his father as an apprentice under Jean 
Louis and distinguished himself from his father by adding a protruding tongue to the Lion’s 
Head différent. Marc Amy’s tenure which began with his father in 1739, continued until at 
least 1780. The Orleans Mint was obviously a cost-conscious operation since existing dies 
were continually reworked as noted by the multiple overdates. Even the engraver restamped 
the Star différent over the Battle Ax. 


Ze ai 


LION’S HEAD BATTLE AX 
Jean Louis Guiquero Gulllaume Benoist 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-R BENEDICTUM (Lion’s Head) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G:FR: (Battle Ax) -ET NAV-REX 


174. 1738 22,438 RS5 
173, 1739 875,296 R4 
--- a. Stop after R. R7 


176. 1740 R8 
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+8 ae 


LION’S HEAD (with protruding tongue BATTLE AX 
Marc Amy Guiquero Guillaume Benoist 


‘SIT NOM-DOM:-R BENEDICTUM (Lion’s Head) “Date” 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Battle Ax) -ET NAV-REX 


177. 1739 = R7 
--- a. Stop after R. R8 
LION’S HEAD (with protruding tongue) STAR 


Marc Amy Guiquero 


-SIT NOM:DOM:R BENEDICTUM (Lion’s Head) “Date” 
-LUD-XV:D-G-FR: (Star) -ET NAV-REX 


178. 1741 --- R8 


Be 


-+- a. 1741/39 avsndate, ine yver Battle Ax. R7 
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| a 


--- b. 1741/0/39 multiple overdate. Star over Battle Ax. 


wea 


Se 


eu c. 1741/0 overdate. 


--- d. 1741/0/39 multiple overdate. Stop after R. Star 
over Battle Ax. 


R7 


R8 


R7 
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“OG” 
REIMS 


Francois Lagaille was Director of the Reims Mint from 1723 to July of 1740. His Chief En- 
graver was Alexis Etienne Rousselet who began his term in 1726 and ended his tenure in 1761. 
The Pear différent is a rebus for Poire de Rousselet, meaning “russet pear” in French. 


Sy i 


PEAR ACORN 
Alexis Etienne Rousselet Francois Lagaille 


-“SIT NOM-DOM:S BENEDICTUM (Pear) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Acorn) 0 ET NAV-REX 


179. 1738 285,156 R4 
180. 1739 1,681,076 R6 


*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Acorn) -ET NAV-REX 


LS. 1739 --- a. Stop before ET instead of lozenge. R6 
--- b. Stop before ET, stop after SIT. R8 
--- c. Stop before and after ET. R8 


182. 1740 165,061 R8 
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In August 1740, Pierre Etienne Clay de Coincy took over the position as Mint Director, which 
he held until 1743. The Key différent is an obvious pun on his name Clay (c/é meaning “key” 
in French). On the one known issue in 1740, his use of the lozenge for a punctuation mark is 
unique within the entire series. 


7 Ow 


PEAR KEY 
Alexis Etienne Rousselet Pierre Etienne Clay de Coincy 


& SIT NOM 0 DOM OS BENEDICTUM (Pear) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR © (Key) 0 ET NAV-REX 


183. 1740 166,992 R7 
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sop 
NANTES 


In 1713, Mathieu Georges Pinot was appointed Mint Director for 30 years, terminating his 
tenure in office in 1743. In 1727, Claude Chalumeau served as Chief Engraver for the Nantes 
Mint serving until 1739. The word chalumeau could signify “corn stalk” in French presumeably 


resembling a flower of sorts, thus the use of his différent. 


FLOWER LION 
Claude Chalumeau Mathieu Georges Pinot 


‘SIT NOM:-DOM-T: BENEDICTUM (Flower) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G:FR: (Lion) -ET NAV-REX 


#185 
184. 1738 47,344 R8 
185. 1739 442,282 R3 


In 1739 Pierre le Blond de la Tour took over the position of Chief Engraver until 1743. His use 
of a Tower as his différent is an obvious rebus since the French word for “tower” is tour. 


mi ats 


TOWER LION 
Pierre le Blond de la Tour Mathieu Georges Pinot 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-T-BENEDICTUM (Tower) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G:FR: (Lion) -ET NAV-REX 
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186. 1739 


187. 1740 


188. 1740 


189. 1743 
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oe R6 
257,642 RS 
POMEGRANATE LION 
Jean Ambroise Grillaud (?) Mathieu Georges Pinot 
‘SIT NOM-DOM:-T:-BENEDICTUM (Pomegranate) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Lion) -ET NAV-REX 
ans R7 


--- No genuine specimens known. See the Counterfeit Section. 
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a Vi 
TROYES 


The Troyes Mint has the distinction of having two Mint Directors as well as two Chief Engrav- 
ers in 1739. Whether this is coincidence or infers a major upheaval in the operations of the 
mint is uncertain. J. M. le Blond de la Tour served as Mint Director for only a very short 
period, from April 1738 to May 1739. The Tower différent is a rebus on his name, Tour, mean- 
ing “tower” in French. His Chief Engraver was Guillaume Fagnier whose tenure lasted from 
July 1726 until February 1739. 


Ww mx 


LILY : TOWER 
Guillaume Fagnier J. M. le Blond de la Tour 


‘SIT NOM:-DOM:-V BENEDICTUM (Lily) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Tower) 0 ET NAV-REX 


190. 1738 121,525 R7 
--- a. Stop after Tower instead of lozenge. R8 
191, 1739 986,587 R3 
--- a. Stop after Tower instead of lozenge. R8 

7 papas 


--- b. 1739/8 overdate or over an ampersand. R8 
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On March of 1739, Jean Baptiste Edme Alexandre took over the position as Chief Engraver 


until March of 1760. 


EAGLE TOWER 
Edme Alexandre J. M. le Blond de la Tour 


‘SIT NOM-DOM:V BENEDICTUM (Eagle) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Tower) 0 ET NAV-REX 


192. 1739 aa R4 
== a. The 9 in date retooled from 0. R8 
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Mathieu Tillet replaced le Blond de la Tour as Mint Director in May of 1739 serving until 
1755. He then became Mint Director in Paris in 1764 filling only an interim term until April of 
1765. His different is a rebus on tilleul meaning “linden tree” in French. 


Gy If 


EAGLE TREE 
Edme Alexandre Mathieu Tillet 


-SIT NOM-DOM-V BENEDICTUM (Eagle) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Tree) © ET NAV-REX 


. 


193.1739 == R2 
194.1740 240,306 RS 


*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Tree) -ET NAV-REX 


195. 1739 --- No stop before LUD. R8 
196. 1740 --- R7 
197. 1741 92,020 RS5 


198. 1742 32,446 R5 
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“w” 
LILLE 


The Mint Director for the Lille Mint was Jean-Baptiste Luc Baret, who served from 1735 to 
1741. His use of a Bar for a différent is a rebus on his name. His Chief Engraver was Hugues 
Joseph Gamot, whose exact tenure in office is uncertain, although his period of service seems 
to be from 1735 to 1774. 


© o 
DIAMOND BAR 


Hugues Joseph Gamot Jean-Baptiste Luc Baret 


‘SIT NOM:DOM-W BENEDICTUM (Diamond) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Bar) -ET NAV-REX 


#200a 
199, 1738 339,610 R6 
200. 1739 6,475,088 R2 
--- a. Stop after W. R7 
--- b. 1739/8 overdate, bottom of 8 shows under the 9. R7 
201. 1740 404,693 R3 


— 


ae a. 1740/39 overdate. R5 
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909. 1741 se R7 
wii a. No stop before SIT. R7 

: = . —— _ 
ae b. 1741/0 overdate. R7 


Jean Dupeyron took over the position as Mint Director in 1741 and served in office until 1754. 
Later, in 1757, he became the Mint Director in Paris using the same différent. The Heron 
seems to be a rebus for the ending of his name, ‘eyron. 


0 


DIAMOND HERON 
Hugues Joseph Gamot Jean Dupeyron 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-W BENEDICTUM (Diamond) “Date” 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Heron) -ET NAV-REX 


203. 1742 --- R7 
204. 1743 174,944 R3 
205. 1744 354,426 R5 


--- a. Stop after W. R7 


om b. 1744/3 overdate. R5 
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206. 


207. 


208. 


209. 


210. 


211, 


1745 


1746 


1747 


1748 


1749 


1750 


152,071 
119,171 


168,960 


The French Billon Coinage in the Americas 
Stop after W. 


Stop after W. See the Counterfeit Section. 


A very worn specimen appears to be dated 1750; 
however, until another is found, there is doubt 
whether this is an authentic date. 


R6 


R6 


R6 


R8 


R8 


R8 
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“oy” 
AMIENS 


Nicolas Jacques Pirlot became Mint Director on April 8, 1738, and served until 1764. His 
Chief Engraver at that time was Charles I Spens whose term lasted from 1712 until 1739. 


Q 2 a 
HEART FLOWER - LARGE STEM 
Charles I Spens Nicolas Jacques Pirlot 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-X BENEDICTUM (Heart) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR- (Flower) 0 ET NAV-REX 


212. L738 172,241 R6 
2136 L739 1,741,599 R7 


In 1739, Charles II succeeded his father as Chief Engraver and continued to serve until 1749. 
While the Heart différent was retained from father to son, a lozenge was added before LUD. 


7 Oo 
HEART FLOWER — LARGE STEM 
Charles II Spens Nicolas Jacques Pirlot 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-X BENEDICTUM (Heart) “Date” 
© LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Flower) © ET NAV-REX 


214.1939 =e | RO 
--- a. No stop after FR. R6 


80 


215. 1740 


216. 1741 
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- LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Flower) © ET NAV-REX 


R3 


R7 
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oy? 
BOURGES 


For collectors of this series, the Bourges Mint is one of the most elusive from which to obtain 
specimens. To date, only five have been located, indicative of their rarity. The Mint Director 
was Hugues Saillard who served from 1726 to 1760. Whether this Hugues Saillard is the same 
as the one from the Poitiers Mint (1736-54) is uncertain since two unlike différents were used. 
Here the different was a Bird, whereas that for Saillard at Poitiers was Twin Flowers. The 
Chief Engraver was Claude Nicholas Bertrand who served from 1732 to 1760. 


WY so 


CRESCENT BIRD 
Claude Nicolas Bertrand Hugues Saillard 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-Y BENEDICTUM (Crescent) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Bird) -ET NAV-REX 


#218a 
217. 1738 100,443 R8 
218. 1739 684,618 R8 
--- a. XV for XV. R8 
219.1740 230,908 R8 


220. 1742 40,004 None reported. 
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7? 
GRENOBLE 


The Grenoble Mint is another of the mints with low mintage figures accounting for the scar- 
city of its coins. Uniformity was also lacking in the placement of punctuation marks. The Mint 
Director was Antoine Amar, whose tenure in office was from 1724 to 1751. The Chief En- 
graver was Pierre Chabert who served from January of 1737 to 1772. 


CR 2) 


FLOWER DOLPHIN 
Pierre Chabert Antoine Amar 


‘SIT NOM:DOM-Z-BENEDICTUM (Flower) “Date” 
‘-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Dolphin) -ET NAV-REX 


221, 1739 269,299 R8 
--- a. No stops before and after Z and Dolphin. R6 
--- b. No stop after Z and no stop before and R7 

after the Dolphin. 
--- c. No stop between D and G. R6 
222. 1740 149,328 R8 
--- a. No stop after Z and possibly no stop R5 


before and after Dolphin. 


223.1741 96,271 No stop after Z. R8 
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“Q” 
RENNES 


Gilles Gardin de Boishemont was the Mint Director of the Rennes Mint from approximately 1721 
to 1744, although the dates are not certain. The Chief Engraver was Charles Marie Pierrot de 
Cleusne who served in office from 1734 to approximately 1766; again the dates not certain. The 
use of the Bird is an apparent rebus of his name Pierrot, since in French pierrot means “house 


sparrow.” 
BIRD SHEAF OF WHEAT 
Charles Marie Pierrot de Cleusne G. Gardin de Boishemont 
‘SIT NOM-DOM-9 BENEDICTUM (Bird) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Sheaf of Wheat) -ET NAV-REX 
#226 
224. 1738 2,536 None reported. 
225, 1739 606,993 R6 
226. 1740 801,090 R3 
--- a. No stop before 9. R8 
227. 1741 --- R6 
--- a. No stop before 9. R8 
228. 1742 109,325 R6 
229. 1743 61, 392 R8 


230. 1745 18,900 None reported. 


84 The French Billon Coinage in the Americas 


66 & 29 
AIX 


Gustave Adolphe Perricard was the Mint Director of the Aix Mint from 1737 to 1756. His 
Chief Engraver was Joseph Charles Calossale who served from October 20, 1736, to 1767. 
Coins from this mint are very scarce and all extant specimens examined appear to have been 
crudely struck. It is not surprising that examples from the city of Aix are lacking in most major 


collections. 
DIAMOND ANCHOR 
Joseph Charles Calossale Gustave Adolphe Perricard 
‘SIT NOM-DOM:& BENEDICTUM (Diamond) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G:FR: (Anchor) -ET NAV-REX 
#235 
231, 1738 57,000 R8 
232. 1799 581,400 Stop after SIT. R8 
--- a. Stop after &, stop after ET. R6 
--- b. Stop after SIT, after & and after ET. R8 
233. 1740 166,141 Stop after SIT, stop after ET. R8 
234. 1741 45,600 R8 


235. 1743 32,160 R8 
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“AA” 
METZ 


The Mint Director for the Metz Mint was Nicolas Blaize who served in office from 1738 to 
1764. His Chief Engraver was J. P. Pantaleon who began in office in 1729 and is believed to 
have served until 1749. Charles August Pantaleon, probably the son of J. P. Pantaleon, as- 
sumed the position as Chief Engraver and remained in office until 1794. No change was noted 
in the different. In spite of the number of years during which these coins were struck and the 
quantities involved, they are surprisingly difficult to obtain. 


K C3 


ERMINE ROSE 
J. P. Pantaleon Nicolas Blaize 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-AA BENEDICTUM (Ermine) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Rose) -ET NAV-REX 


#237 
236.1738 487,350 R7 
= a. Stop after ET. R8 
23 bx L739 1,786,950 R3 
— a. Stop after ET. R8 
= b. Stop after SIT. R8 
238.1740 487,750 RS 
239. 1741 784,000 R7 
240.1742 784,000 R7 
= a. 1742/1 overdate. R8 


241. 1743 627,200 R6 
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242. 


243. 


244. 


245. 


246. 


247. 


248. 


1744 


1745 


1746 


1747 


1748 


1749 


1750 


313,600 
947,800 
1,097,600 
315,000 


156,800 


156,800 
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No stop before SIT, stop after AA. 


R8 


R8 


R7 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R7 
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“BB” 
STRASBOURG 


Jean Valentin Begerle was the Mint Director for the Strasbourg Mint from approximately 1726 
to 1742. In 1743, Jean Louis Begerle took over the position as Mint Director and in all prob- 
ability was the son of Jean Valentin. The use of the Heart différent was continued to at least 
1794. His Chief Engraver was Pierre L’Ecrivain who also began in approximately 1726 and 
continued in office until 1760. The position was then filled by Jean II Guerin who remained at 
the post until at least 1794. After Paris, the Strasbourg Mint was the most prolific issuer of this 
series with numerous overdates and a continuous operation lasting almost as long as the Paris 
Mint. One might reasonably assume that the Heart différent was chosen since it was an appro- 
priate rebus for Valentin, after St. Valentin, the middle name of the Mint Director. 


pS cS, 


ROWEL HEART 
Pierre L’Ecrivain Jean Valentin Begerle 


‘“SIT-NOM-DOM-BB-BENEDICTUM - (Rowel) : “Date” 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Heart) -ET-NAV-REX 


249. 1738 441,882 R4 
250. 1739 911,038 See the Counterfeit Section. R2 
--- a. 1739/8 overdate, the bottom loop R7 


of the 8 extends below the 9. 
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251. 1740 198,213 None reported. 


E 


a a. 1740/39 overdate. R5 


252.1741 --- No stop after ET. R7 


--- a. 1741/38 overdate, no stop after ET. R6 


--- b. 1741/39 overdate, no stop after ET. R4 


-SIT-NOM:DOM-BB-BENEDICTUM (Rowel) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Heart) -ET NAV-REX 


253.1741 = RI 
nid a. No stop after BB and SIT. R6 
— b. S of SIT over an inverted 3. R6 
--- c. 1741/0 overdate. No stop after SIT and BB. R8 


S of SIT may be over an inverted 5. 


Special attention is given to this variety since it does not fit into the normal characteristics of 
the 1741 series. A hoard of these was recovered from a wreck off the coast of France. 


254. 1741 


255. 1742 


256. 1743 


257. 1744 


Billon Sous Marques 


--- HB instead of BB, XV for XV, no stop 
after HB or SIT. 


. 


--- a. 1742/1 overdate. S of SIT may be over an inverted 9. 


ROWEL HEART 
Pierre L’Ecrivain Jean Louis Begerle 


--- a. No Stop after SIT. 


Paes 
“a6 b. 1744/2 overdate. 


--- c. 1744/3 overdate. 

--- d. 1744/3 overdate. No stop after SIT. 

--- e. 1744/3 overdate. No stop after SIT, before and 
after BB, and before the Heart. 


--- f. 1744/3 overdate. Stops before and after Rowel. 


RI 


RS 


R4 


R8 


R2 
R8 


R8 


R8 
R8 
R8 


R8 
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258. 1745 --- R8 
259. 1746 --- R8 
260. 1747 --- R8 
261. 1748 --- R8 
262. 1749 --- R8 
263. 1750 --- R8 
264. 1751 --- See the Counterfeit Section. Genuine specimens may not exist. 
265. 1752 --- R8 
266. 1753 --- R8 
267. 1754 --- R8 
268. 1755 --- R8 
269.1756 46,713 R8 
--- a. 1756/46 overdate. R8 


~~ 


--- b. 1756/46 overdate. No stop before SIT. R2 


270. 1757 — R8 
271. 1758 --+ R8 
272. 1759 --- R8 
ROWEL HEART 
Pierre L’Ecrivain Jean II Guerin 


273: L760 --- R8 


274. 1761 


“io. E72 


276. 1762 


Billon Sous Marqués 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM-BB-BENEDICTUM : (Rowel) - 1762 


a. Stop after ET. 


R8 


R8 


RI 
R2 
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“~” (addorsed Cs) 
BESANCON 


The Mint Director for the Besancon Mint was Francois Gallery, whose tenure in office was 
from October 13, 1738, to 1746. His Chief Engraver was Claude Louis Aime Couche, who 
served from at least 1736 to 1742. The Trefoil is a probable rebus on his name “Cauchet” for 
Couche, meaning “trefle,” or “trefoil.” 


oP al 


TREFOIL HAWK’S HEAD 
Claude Louis Aime Couche Francois Gallery 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM-£& BENEDICTUM (Trefoil) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Hawk’s Head) -ET NAV-REX 


#279a 
277.1738 429,973 R8 
278. 1739 1,760,962 R1 
--- a. No stops on the obverse. R8 
--- b. No stop after FR. R7 
--- c. Stop after ET. R8 
279.1740 212,918 R6 
--- a. No stop before SIT, stop after SIT. R7 
--- b. No stop after the Hawk’s Head. im 
280. 1741 --- R7 


= a. No stop after FR. R8 
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“Cow” 
PAU 


The Pau Mint is by far one of the most difficult mints from which to obtain any specimens. 
Mint records indicate production for at least a nine-year period (1740-52) although this may 
not be inclusive. Mintage figures are noticeably very low for each year thus accounting for the 
extreme rarity. This is attributed to the fact that neighboring Spain supplied most of the neces- 
sary coinage for use within the area. The coins that were struck at least complied with the 1738 
edict. Of the few specimens known, one is in the American Numismatic Society and another in 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Pau. The identity of the Mint Director from 1734 to 1745 is 
uncertain. After that, it is generally believed that Pascal D’ Arripe served from 1746 to 1777. It 
is likewise believed that Pierre Dufour served as Chief Engraver until at least 1740. The Sheaf 
of Wheat différent for Jean Antoine Duvinet appears on a 1742 specimen, however, the date he 
started is uncertain although it is known his term ended in 1759. 


a Gp 


CROSS FLOWER 
Pierre Dufour 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM: (Cow) BENEDICTUM (Cross) “Date” 
*LUD-XV-D-G:FR: (Flower) -ET-NAV-RE-B (monogram) 


#282 
281. 1738 --- A specimen was reported on a fixed price list 
from Maison Deblain of Nice, France. It is 
believed to be a 1738 from the Paris Mint where 
the Fox différent was misinterpreted as a Cow. 


282. 1739 --- R8 


283. 1740 85,505 R8 
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284. 


285. 


286. 


287. 


288. 


289), 


290. 


294, 


292. 


1742 


1743 


1744 


1745 


1746 


1749 


1751 


1752 


1753 
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¥ ap 


SHEAF OF WHEAT FLOWER 
Jean Antoine Duvinet 


-SIT-NOM:DOM: (Cow) BENEDICTUM (Sheaf of Wheat) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR-: (Flower) -ET-NA-RE-B (monogram) 


66,532 None reported. 

20,436 

16,356 None reported. 

--- a. 1744/3 overdate. 

22,745 
SHEAF OF WHEAT TULIP 
Jean Antoine Duvinet Pascal D’ Arripe 


-SIT-NOM-DOM: (Cow) -BENEDICTUM (Sheaf of Wheat) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-:D-G-FR: (Tulip) -ET-NA-RE-B (monogram) 


4,900 None reported. 
11,557 

63,030 None reported. 
11,742 None reported. 


R7 


R8 


R7 


R7 


R8 


BILLON HALF-SOUS MARQUES 
One SOL or 12 DENIERS 


1738-48 


Note: All coin images are shown at 1.5X actual size. The descriptive text for most illus- 
trated coins appears directly below the photo. If a number appears below the photo 
refer to the matching number within the text for a description of the illustrated coin. 
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& A”? 
PARIS 


.SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICT: (Rose) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Fox) © ET NAV-REX 


#295 
293. 1738 --- One specimen reported but not confirmed. 
--- a. Die trial of obverse in lead. No stop before SIT. 
294. 1739 --- 2" semester. 


295. 1740 49,280 
296. 1746 --- The 6 may be over a 0. 


297. 1748 --- 


R8 


R8 


R4 


R6 
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“RB” 
ROUEN 


SIT-NOM:DOM-B-BENEDICT (Ribbon Loop) “Date” 
<LUD:XV-D-G-FR: (Spade) -ET-NAV-REX 


298. 1740 42,388 R3 


“Cc” 
CAEN 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-C BENEDICT: (Anchor) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Rowel) ° ET NAV-REX 


299. 1739 19,158 R7 
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“Pp” 
LYON 


SIT NOM:DOM:D BENEDICT: (Eagle’s Head) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Sun Burst) ET NAV-REX 


300. 1740 714,929 RI 
--- a. Stop after FR. One specimen examined appears R8 
to have this characteristic. 


“G” 
POITIERS 


Here is an unusual case since a Dog’s Head was used as a différent. The work was evidently not that 
of the Chief Engraver, Jean Ambroise Grillaud, whose tenure at Poitiers was 1736 to 1771. A 
possible explanation is that this différent belongs to some unknown apprentice who engraved these 


half sous marques. 


DOG’S HEAD TWIN FLOWERS 
Hughes Saillard 


SIT NOM-DOM-G BENEDICT: (Dog’s Head) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Twin Flowers) ET NAV-REX 


301. 1740 85,580 R3 


302. 1739 


303. 1740 


304. 1740 


305. 1741 
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“ey”? 


LIMOGES 


SIT NOM DOM I-BENEDICT: (Cross) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Harp) - ET NAV-REX 


#303 
_ R8 
158,840 R8 
oy 
BAYONNE 

‘SIT NOM-DOM-L-BENEDICTUM (Rose) “Date” 

-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Dog) -ET NAV-REX 
119,354 R8 


78,648 None reported. 
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“ny”? 
TOULOUSE 


-SIT NOM-DOM M BENEDICT: (Scallop) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Rowel) ET NAV-REX 


306. 1740 66,593 R7 


oN”? 
MONTPELLIER 


-SIT NOM-DOMSN BENEDICT: (Anchor) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Lamp) ‘ET NAV-REX 
The above punctuation is only an assumption. No specimens or photographs were available for 


examination. . 


Reported to be in the Bank of Canada collection but I have found 


307. 1740 --- 
no evidence of this. This specimen may not exist. 


Billon Half-Sous Marqués 


“OQ” 
RIOM 


‘SIT NOM:DOM O BENEDICT (Trefoil) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Leaf) ET NAV-REX 


308. 1740 65,792 


“p» 
DIJON 


SIT NOM:DOM-P BENEDICT: (Hunting Horn) “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Anchor) ET NAV-REX 


309. 1739 64,130 


310. 1740 64,272 


R5 


R5 


R6 
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“<Q” 
PERPIGNAN 


-SIT-NOM:DOM-Q-BENEDICT: (Hat) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Cockle) -ET-NAV-REX 


The above punctuation is only an assumption. No specimens or photographs were available for 
examination. 


311. 1740 --- One specimen has been reported in Canada. However this has not 
been confirmed and may be confused with an O mintmark. This 
specimen may not exist. 


“eG” 
REIMS 


SIT NOM-DOMSS BENEDICT: (Pear) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Acorn) ET NAV-REX 


_. 


312. 1740 --- R6 


Billon Half-Sous Marqués 


sop 
NANTES 


SIT NOM:DOM-T BENEDICT: (Tower) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Lion) ET NAV-REX 


#314 
313.1739 19,158 None reported. 


314. 1740 428,024 


sey? 
TROYES 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-V BENEDICT: (Eagle) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Tree) -ET NAV-REX 


315. 1740 12,296 Stops on reverse may be weak or missing. 


R6 
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“ow” 
LILLE 


SIT NOM-:DOM-W BENEDICT: (Diamond) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Bar) ET NAV-REX 


PY Ss \ 
Fs a4 7 
SG | , 
Se OE 
316. 1740 394,044 Rl 
6X? 
AMIENS 
SIT NOM-DOM-X BENEDICT: (Heart) “Date” 
& LUD-XV-D-G:FR (Flower) ET NAV-REX 
#318 
317. 1740 $7,125 R7 


 LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Flower) © ET NAV-REX 


318. 1740 --- R7 
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oy 
BOURGES 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-Y BENEDICT: (Crescent) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV°-D-G-FR: (Bird) -ET NAV-REX 


The above punctuation is only an assumption. No specimens or photographs were available for 
examination. 


319. 1739 13,520 None reported. 
320. 1740 19,618 None reported. 
321. 1742 10,192 None reported. 
“eg” 
RENNES 


‘SIT NOM:DOM:9 BENEDICT: (Bird) “Date” 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Sheaf of Wheat) ET NAV-REX 


322. 1740 14,442 R8 
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74 &” 
AIX 


-SIT-NOM-DOM:& BENEDICT: (Diamond) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Anchor) -ET NAV-REX 


The above punctuation is only an assumption. No specimens or photographs were available for 


examination. 
323. 1740 37,225 R8 
66 A A” 
METZ 
SIT NOM-DOM-AA BENEDICT (Ermine) “Date” 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Rose) ET NAV-REX 
324. 1740 --- R1 
--- a. Variety reported with stops after R8 
FR and BENEDICT. 


Billon Half-Sous Marqués 


“BB” 
STRASBOURG 


‘SIT NOM-DOM BB BENEDICT - (Rowel) - “Date” 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Heart) -ET NAV-REX 


325. 1740 --- 
--- a. No stop before or after the Rowel. 


326. 1746 --- 


v4 > 99 
BESANCON 


‘SIT NOM-DOM- © BENEDICT (Trefoil) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Hawk’s Head) ET NAV-REX 


327. 1739 14,560 


‘SIT NOM-DOM & BENEDICTUM (Trefoil) “Date” 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Hawk’s Head) ET NAV-REX 


328. 1740 24,192 


Rl 
R8 


R8 


R5 


R8 
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This section includes all counterfeits known to date with each variety illustrated to avoid pos- 
sible confusion with the genuine specimen. There is no doubt that others forgeries exist and 
will come to light after the publication of this book. In most cases, these were struck in copper 
with some specimens exhibiting a silver wash in an effort to appear genuine. The most obvious 
reason for striking such large quantities of counterfeits was to take advantage of the higher 
official rate at which they passed in the colonies as compared to France. The rates were delib- 
erately set higher to prevent the coins from being returned to France. When the recall of the 
sous marqués was enacted in 1763, it is safe to assume that only the genuine specimens were 
accepted. It is interesting to note that in spite of the fact that millions of genuine sous marqués 
were struck and sent to the colonies, the counterfeits are now more available than the genuine 
coinage. 


The varieties of the 1755-As (Paris), the 1742-Hs (La Rochelle) and the 175 1-BBs (Strasbourg) 
are the most prolific of the so-called counterfeit issues and are readily available. There is a 
remote possibility these were struck in France and surreptitiously sent to Canada for distribu- 
tion by unscrupulous merchants. Most authors ascribe these counterfeits to Birmingham, En- 
gland.*® 


58 FE Pridmore, The Coins of The British Commonwealth of Nations, Part 3, West Indies (London, 1965), p. 12; 
Moogk, “When Money Talks,” pp. 70-71. See discussion under #375. 


COUNTERFEIT MOUSQUETAIRES 
30 deniers 


1709-13 


Note: All coin images are shown at 1.5X actual size. 
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329. 1710 


330. 1710 


331. 1710 


332. 1710 
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“Pp” 
(In imitation of) LYON 


--- Reversed Ns in legend. R8 


— Small date and letters. R8 


R8 


--- Zero of date distant from 171. R8 
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333. 1710 --- Legend letters large with the date close. E of REX R8 
leans left and is defective as is the E of ET. 


334. 1711 --- R8 
335.1711 --- Dashes in place of jewels in crown. R8 
336. 1711 --- D over upside D mintmark. R8 
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337. 1712 
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- CC 
_ 


Fleur-de-lis after date. 


R8 
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“AA” 
(In imitation of) METZ 


338. 1710 --- Reversed Ns in legend. Very crude. R8 


. 


339. 1711 --- Reversed Ns in legend, thin addorsed Ls, R8 
very crude crown. 


COUNTERFEIT SOUS MARQUES 
24 deniers 


1738-64 


Note: All coin images are shown at 1.5X actual size. 


118 The French Billon Coinage in the Americas 


“A” 
(In imitation of) PARIS 


3 ar 


ROSE FOX 


‘SIT NOM:DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1738 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Fox) -ET NAV-REX 


340. 1738 --- Large 3, flat top on 8. Stop after Fox 
instead of a lozenge. 


te <P 


ROSE MUSHROOM 


SIT-NOM-DOM-:A-BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1739 
LUD-XV-D-G-FR- (Mushroom) -ET NAV REX 


341. 1739 --- No stops before SIT or LUD. Letters crudely cut. 


R7 


R7 


342. 1741 --- 


343. 1741 --- 


Contemporary Counterfeits 


(None) (None) 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM-A-BENEDICTUM-1741 
LUD-XV-DG-FR- ET-NAV-REX 


No différents. Small date and lettering. 
No stop between D and G. 


(None) (None) 


BIT-NOM:DOM: A-BENEDICTUM:-1741 
LUD-XV:DG-FR: ET-NAV-REX 


No différents. Date very small. 
Inverted V for A. BIT for SIT. 
No stop between D and G. 


R6 


R3 
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(None) (None) 


SIT NOM-DG EDICTUM:1742 
LUD-XVDFR (?) -ET NAV-R 


344. 1742 --- Extremely crude; mintmarks and différents R8 
unclear or missing. Assumption this is Paris. 


ROSE FOX 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM-A:BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1750 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Fox) ET-NAV-REX | 


345. 1750 — Mintmark A is double cut. This is the same R4 
reverse as the 1746-W Lille counterfeit. 


Contemporary Counterfeits 


oe \ 


ROSE FOX 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1755 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Fox) -ET NAV-REX 


346. 1755 --- 2™ semester.*° The second 5 appears to be over 
a 4 and 3. Stop after Fox. Feet and tail of Fox 


touch denticles. 


(None) FOX 


*SIT-NOM-DOM-:A BENEDICTUM 1755 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Fox) ET-NAV-REX 


347. 1755 --- 1* semester. Inverted V used for A mintmark. 
No obverse différent. Stop after ET. 


°° Here the counterfeiter used a dot by the date copying a 2" semester coin. 


R2 


R2 
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ROSE (None) 


SIT NOM DOM A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1755 
‘LUD-XV-D-G:FR: ET-NAV-REX 


348. 1755 --- 1st semester. No obverse punctuation. 
Inverted V used for A mintmark. 
No reverse différent. 


ROSE (None) 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1755 
‘LUD-XV-D-G-FR: ET-NAV-REX 


349. 1755 --- 1*' semester. Break through M of DOM. 
Same reverse as previous. 


R4 


R3 


Contemporary Counterfeits 


“1d 


ROSE FO 


-SIT NOM-DOM:A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1755 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Fox) ET NAV-REX 


“aga ‘ 


350. 1755 --- 2™4 semester. Same obverse as previous with break 
through M of NOM. No stop before ET. 


ROSE FOX 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1755 
*~LUD-XV-D-G-FR- (Fox) ET NAV-REX 


351.1755 --- 24 semester. UM recut. V in NAV also recut. 
A hoard has been seen. 
--- a. Struck in silver. 


Rl 


Rl 


R8 
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oS peas 


ROSE FO 


‘SIT NOM:DOM-A BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1756 
*-LUD-XV-D-C-FR: (Fox) ET NAV-REX 


352. 1756 --- 1st semester. Crude lettering with R8 
numerous chip breaks. D-C for D-G. 


ae BS 


CROSS HELMET 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM:A BENEDICTUM (Cross) 1760 
*‘LUD-VX-D-G-FR: (Helmet) -ET NAV-REX 


353. 1760 --- 1st semester. LUD-VX for LUD-XV. R7 


Contemporary Counterfeits 


(None) (None) 


*SIT-NOM-DOM- V-BENEDICTUM: 1760 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR:  -ET-NAV-REX 


354. 1760 --- 1* semester. No différents. Inverted A mintmark. 


Stop before LUD high and very weak. 


R2 
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“p” 
(In imitation of) LYON 


=) rey 


EAGLE’S HEAD SUN BURST 


SIT NOM:DOM:D BENEDICTUM (Eagle’s Head) 1741 
‘LUD XV:D-G-FR: (Sun Burst) ET NAV-REX 


355. 1741 --- Crude letters and différent. No stop R8 
before SIT or after LUD. 


me rey 


EAGLE’S HEAD SUN BURST 


-SIT NOM DOM D BENEDICTUM (Eagle’s Head) 1741 
LUD XV D G FR (Sun Burst) ET-NAV REX 


356. 1741 --- Very crude letters. All punctuation unclear. R8 


Contemporary Counterfeits 


“Kh” 
(In imitation of) TOURS 


Ws QO 


ROSE HEART 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM-E BENEDICTUM (Rose) 1740 
*LUD-XV-D G-FR (Heart) -ET-NAV-REX 


pee 
ae 


357. 1740 --- No stop between D and G. Fleur-de-lis under 
large L recut. 


R4 
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“oH” 
(In imitation of) LA ROCHELLE 


oO we 


CROSS POINTEE STAR 


SIT NOM-DOM-H BENEDICTUM (Cross Pointée) 1742 
*‘LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


358. 1742 --- Obverse différent is a Cross Pointée. Rl 
SALTIRE POINTEE STAR 


SIT NOM-DOM:H BENEDICTUM (Saltire Pointée) 1742 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


— 


359. 1742 --- Saltire much closer to M than date. Dot under R2 
space between D and I. Top of right fleur above 
tip of V. Same reverse as previous. 


Contemporary Counterfeits 


ma ser 


SALTIRE POINTEE STAR 


SIT NOM:-DOM-H BENEDICTUM ( Saltire Pointée) 1742 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


360. 1742 --- Same obverse as previous. Dot under space 
between D & I. Top of right fleur below tip of V. 


x ser 


SALTIRE POINTEE STAR 


SIT NOM-DOM-H BENEDICTUM (Saltire Pointée) 1742 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


361. 1742 — Saltire closer to M than date. Dot under 2" E. 
Die break under NOM and B. Fleur touches Star. 


R8 


R4 
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x exe 


SALTIRE POINTEE STAR 


SIT NOM-:DOM-H BENEDICTUM (Saltire Pointée) 1742 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


362. 1742 --- Dot under space between N and E. Tip of 
large L almost touches right fleur. 


R3 
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“oy”? 


(In imitation of) LIMOGES 


Ww 


(None) STAR 


*SIT- NOM-DOM-I BENEDICTUM:- 1751 
LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Star) ET-NAV-REX 


363.1751 --- No obverse different. The I mintmark may be R8 
an L. Breaks occur at date. There may be a stop 
or diamond before LUD. 
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“oT” 
(In imitation of) NANTES 


oS & 


STAR SPADE 


‘SIT NOM-DOM-T-BENEDICTUM (Star) 1743 
-LUD-XV-D-G-FR-: (Spade) -ET-NAV-REX 


364. 1743 --- Fictitious différents. R5 
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oy” 
(In imitation of) TROYES 


ar 


EAGLE TREE 


-SIT NOM:DOM-V BENEDICTUM (Eagle) 1739 
LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Tree) -ET-NAV-REX 


365. 1739 --- Small 7, large 39. Either a horizontal diamond before R8 
LUD or a die break. Break between Tree and E of ET. 
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ow” 
(In imitation of) LILLE 


> “rok 


DIAMOND FOX 


‘SIT- NOM-DOM-W-BENEDICTUM (Diamond) 1746 
*‘LUD-XV-D-G-FR (Fox) ET-NAV-REX 


ls 


Large 746 of date. This is the same reverse as R6 
the 1750-A Paris counterfeit. 
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“BB” 
(In imitation of) STRASBOURG 


“OX oe 
ROWEL HEART 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM-BB-BENEDICTUM: (Rowel)-1739 
‘-LU-D-XV-D-G:FR (Heart) ET-NAV-REX 


367. 1739 --- Crude lettering. High stop between U and R7 
D. Reverse stops and différent uncertain. 


ON ee 


STOLE STAR 


-‘SIT-NOM-DOM-BB-BENEDICTUM (Stole) 1751 
*LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


368. 1751 --- Recut 7 in date. All Es with long thin base. R4 
Star closer to E. Chip break left of left fleur. 
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ON i 


STOLE STAR 


-SIT-NOM:DOM-BB-BENEDICTUM (Stole) 1751 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


369. 1751 --- FR altered from ER. Star leans right. 
Die breaks at V of NAV. 


ON = 


STOLE STAR 


‘SIT-NOM-DOM-BB-BENEDICTUM (Stole) 1751 
*-LUD-XV-D-G-FR: (Star) -ET-NAV-REX 


370. 1751 --- Stole touches M and 1 of date. Date spaced 17 51. 


FR altered from ER, same reverse as previous. 


Rl 


R6 


BLACK DOGGS 


SOUS MARQUES, STAMPEES AND 
CAYENNE TWO SOUS OF THE 


WEST INDIES 


Note: All coin images are shown at 1.5X actual size. 
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As mentioned in my introductory comments, the story of French billon coinage continues as I 
discuss the ultimate disposition of the enormous population of these coins following the British 
occupation of Canada. In brief, those billon coins already in active circulation continued to be 
current in Québec under the new British régime but at the reduced rate of one farthing, while those 
coins that remained in the local treasury at the time of the peace treaty were returned to France. 
More about these later. 


From 1689 until 1763, the French and British were involved in four wars known collectively 
on this continent as the French and Indian Wars. The final struggle, The French and Indian 
War (1754-63) involved territorial rivalries between the British Colonies and French Canada. 
After the fall of Montreal in 1760, French supremacy in Canada ended. Hostilities formally 
concluded with The Peace of Paris signed in 1763 whereby France ceded their Canadian terri- 
tories to Britain, except for the fishing islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon. How did this event 
affect the coinage? The British government had no plans to demonetize French coins since 
they had no intent to replace the circulating French money with its own. Instead, all billon 
coins still in circulation, including the sous marqués, were reduced in value to a farthing and 
remained in use. This reduction in value caused many to be sent to the Louisiana Territory, 
New Orleans and the French Colonies in the West Indies where they retained their initial value 
and continued to serve as the basic small change medium. 


All the coins that were in the Québec treasury in 1762 were immediately demonetized and 
returned to France where they were reused as planchets for new coinages minted for use in the 
French Colonies in the West Indies. This chapter will describe the continued use of the sous 
marqués and affiliated coinages in other areas after the French defeat in Canada. There will be 
no attempt to distinguish what constitutes a counterfeit and what is genuine nor will I list the 
different monetary values of the coins within the colonies or how they changed periodically 
from place to place. This detailed information has been well documented in other references.” 


As mentioned, by the decree of November 18, 1672, sous marqués were authorized to circu- 
late in French North America. The old sous marqués, after so many years of wear and tear, 
took on a blackened appearance thus earning the English epithet, “black doggs” or noirs in 
French. Pridmore identifies these “black doggs” that were current in the West Indies as the 15 
deniers of 1692-1705, the 1709-13 mousquetaires, the 1738-64 two sols of 24 deniers, and the 
1782 two sous of Cayenne.°' 


a 


69 Breen and F. Pridmore, passim. 
61 Pridmore, pp. 11, 346. 
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STAMPEES OF 1765 


A Royal Edict of January 1763 noted how the French Colonies had an even greater need for 
small denomination coins (menues monnoies) since the supply of earlier issues was practically 
exhausted. To this end, it was ordered that the coinage authorized in October 1738, that is, the 
double douzains or double sols, should be counterstamped, on one side only, with a crowned C 
for circulation in the colonies (Ciani 2154). These coins were primarily produced at the Paris 
Mint and later at La Rochelle.” These counterstamped issues were strictly forbidden as cur- 
rency within France.® The Ciani catalogue notes that this marked issue, attributed to Cay- 
enne, circulated in most of the French Colonies and frequently bore the additional counterstamps 
of the British Colonies. 


Thus the sous marqués and any remaining old mousquetaires in the New France treasury were 
returned to the French mint and there counterstamped with the crowned C[olonies] for use in 
the West Indies where they were later shipped in 1765. The initial counterstamp consisted of a 
crowned C within a contoured indent. The stamping obviously damaged an already fragile 
coinage therefore the counterstamp design was modified in favor of a much smaller uncontoured 
crowned C, similar in style, but struck on new planchets, as illustrated in Mazard.° Both 
varieties are extremely rare. Because these old billon pieces bore a visible counterstamp, the 
name sols estampés, (meaning branded or marked sous) was also applied. This phrase was 
corrupted into Creole as sols tampés that then became anglicized as “stampee.”®° These 
stampees, although French in origin, also enjoyed a wide circulation among the British Colo- 
nies of the British West Indies, where they were rated at 24d while the black doggs, described 
above, passed at a lesser value of 1'4d.° 


® Victor Gadoury, Monnaies Coloniales Frangaises 1670-1988 (Monte Carlo, 1988), 2™ ed., p. 18. 


8“ lesquelles espéces seront seulement marquées sur l’un des deux cétés, d’un poincon particulier qui sera 
gravé a cet effect... avoir cours dans nos Colonies.” 


6 “Cette piece attribuée a Cayenne a eu cours dans la plupart des colonies. Elle porte souvent des contre- 
marques de colonies britannique” (Ciani, p. 475). 


6 Jean Mazard, Histoire Monétaire et Numismatique des Colonies et de L’Union Francaise — 1670-1952. 
66 See also Pridmore, pp. 11-12. 
67 Pridmore, pp. 11-12, 139, 215, 256. 
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371. Contoured crowned C over a genuine sous marqués.® R7 


372. Contoured crowned C over a new blank planchet. R7 


Tas Small crowned C over a new blank planchet. R8 


As the demand for small change began to exceed the supply, a new, less contoured, counterstamp 
was introduced, which was designed not to injure the planchets. This new crowned C die struck 
the flans without injuring either the old sous marqués or the new blanks whose use was just 
introduced. The impression was clear enough to see that it left only a slight indentation in the 
planchet. This practice lasted for over a decade and was the soul of the small change among the 
colonies. 


374. Struck over a French sous marqués. R6 


6 The plural, sous marqués, applies here to an individual coin since it was 24 deniers or two sous (sols). 
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378. Birmingham reverse, crowned C in die, obverse only. R7 


Finally the last of the crowned C stampees were introduced and these were coins made from 
dies with a crowned C impressed within the die. 


372. Crowned C in die, crown closed at bottom. Rl 


380. Crowned C in die, crown open at bottom. R6 
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THE CAYENNE TWO SOUS OF FRENCH GUIANA 


In 1780, the French mint finally ceased minting stampees which were nothing more than a 
simple planchet with the uniface impression of a crowned C. These were replaced by the Paris 
Mint with a more sophisticated currency for the colony of Cayenne in French Guiana, with 
dates ranging from 1780 to 1789 (Ciani 2215). Again, in some cases the old French sous 
marques, having been returned to the mint, were used as planchets; mainly the issues of 1782 
and 1789 have been found with the sous marqués undertype. These two dates constituted the 
larger mintage quantities presumably because of requests in those years for additional small 
change. It is reasonable to assume that any of the Cayenne two sous may be found struck over 
a sous marques and this is the reason for their inclusion in this book. The metal used is always 
in question, and although many may look like copper, others have been seen with a silvery 
appearance. The 1789 Cayenne two sous was extensively counterfeited in Birmingham and 
shipped to the West Indies.” 


381. 1780 R6 
382. 1781 R6 
383. 1782 R1 
384.1782 No jewels in band of crown. R7 


385. 1782 Struck over French sous marques. R7 


” Thompson, p. 81. 
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386. 


387. 


388. 


389. 


390. 


S91. 


S22. 


cue} 


394. 


395. 


396. 


ante 


1783 


1784 


1785 


1786 


1787 


1788 


1789 


1789 


1789 


1789 


1789 


1789 
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None reported. 


Number | in date. 


Letter I used for 1 in date. 
Letter I used for 1 in date, stop after ET. 


Letter I used for 1 in date, three strings in Lyre différent. 


Stop above and under Triangle différent. Probable counterfeit. 


Struck over French sous marqués. 


R7 


R8 


R7 


R7 


R6 


RI 


Rl 


R6 


R8 


R8 


R7 


398. 


399. 


400. 


Coinage of the West Indies relating to Sous Marqués 


In 1781, the Paris Mint blundered by striking a Cayenne three sous R8 
(Ciani 2214) in addition to the usual two sous. There was an 

apparent confusion with the regular three sous denomination made 

for use in [le de France et de Bourbon, islands in the Indian Ocean 

off the coast of Africa (Ciani 2211 and 2212). Very few of these error 
Cayenne pieces are known thus creating an extreme rarity. Some of 

these may have been struck over a sous marqués. The Cayenne three 
sous is included because of the Cayenne designation. It is not 

considered a counterfeit but a mint error. 


The same year (1781) also saw the striking of three sous for the R6 
Tle de France et de Bourbon (Ciani 2212), and almost all the coinage 
was struck over French sous marqués as planchets. 


For purpose of inclusion, I have also listed a proposed pattern struck  R8 
at the Orleans mint for a two sous (Ciani 2220) to be used in the 

French Colonies. It is dated 1781 and is called an essai for French 
Colonies in general. 
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WEST INDIES COUNTERSTAMPED COINS 


Many of the old sous marqués, or black doggs, that continued to circulate as small change 
throughout the Guianas and Caribbean islands were counterstamped to indicate their value, to 
authenticate them as genuine — in view of the large number of circulating counterfeits — and 
lastly to identify the jurisdiction which accredited them as legal currency. The many 
- counterstamps used in the West Indies vary so greatly, it is difficult to determine which stamps 
may or may not be counterfeit. Many of the forgeries were manufactured on a large scale in 
Birmingham starting in the 1780s. Pridmore, writing in 1965, noted that within the British 
West Indies series, modern copies of counterstamped coins from some locations may actually 
outnumber the genuine originals by as much as 20 to one. He pointed out that some of the 
older copies — such as the Birmingham forgeries — were contemporary with legitimate issues, 
and because of the extreme scarcity of legal coinages, these bogus coins were accepted as 
currency and circulated side by side, without discrimination, with the legal coins. As far as the 
native population was concerned, it really did not matter to them whether the coins were fake 
or legal. Pridmore further stated that these contemporary counterfeits are collectable items 
because they are representative of the actual currency pool of the period as distinct from de- 
ceptive modern fabrication.” 


Here follows an alphabetical list of those colonies that used the black doggs, although most of 
the currency in these islands was cut and stamped Spanish silver. 


BAHAMAS 
401. Cayenne two sous counterstamped I for Inagua within a square R8 
or diamond. 
DUTCH GUIANA 
402. Cayenne two sous counterstamped P for Pernambuco in 1815.” R8 


1 Pridmore, pp. 12-14. 

2 Duffield attributes this counterstamp #235 to Pernambuco — but Paramaribo is the city in Surinam or Dutch 
Guiana (ed.). F.G. Duffield, A Trial List of the Countermarked Modern Coins of the World, reprint from The 
Numismatist, 1962. 
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GUADELOUPE 


403. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped with a G within a 15 pointed R7 
circular indent. This identical type of counterstamp was used on 
Portuguese Johannes and although there are no references using this 
counterstamp on other coins, this does not make it a counterfeit. 


MARTINIQUE 
404. Cayenne two sous counterstamped SP for St. Pierre. R8 


This is a very confusing situation since the coins attributed to Martinique by some references 
may, in fact, be attributable to Montserrat. In response to a flood of imported false coins, an 
Ordinance of July 22, 1797, prohibited the importation of counterfeit coins, including “sols- 
marques of blanched copper.” A subsequent proclamation of August 8, 1797, while condemn- 
ing these counterfeits under the full penalty of the law, stated “that the small coin of bad alloy 
has driven out that of good alloy,” but further acknowledged that if the counterfeits were 
immediately suppressed, it would create havoc in commerce, especially within the small retail 
trade. To prevent a disruption within the small change medium, the counterfeits, no matter 
whether false sous marqués or stampees, were authorized to pass at ten deniers each, or one- 
third the value of the legitimate billon pieces. Realizing the possibility that “petty disputes” 
might arise as citizens attempted to distinguish between good and bad coins, an official was 
available to accept all coins of a good alloy.”* Presumably, these counterfeits were from Bir- 
mingham but no mention is made of any coins counterstamped with the letter M. 


® Pridmore, pp. 243, 345-46. 
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MONTSERRAT 


Pridmore states that all the black doggs he examined from this island counterstamped with an 
M, were genuine French issues but some have been traced to the Birmingham forgeries.” 


ty, 


405.1789 . Cayenne two sous counterstamped M. Several styles of the M R5 
within a circular indent are known. 


406. 1749 Birmingham sous marqués counterstamped M. R8 


NEVIS 


This British possession was unique in their coinage in that they stamped small worn silver and 
French billon but did not cut Spanish dollars. Pridmore illustrates a contemporary Birming- 
ham forgery (P-6) (see below, #411) that he compares to a modern copy (P-7).” 


407. 1782 Cayenne two sous counterstamped NEVIS within an oblong indent. R7 


™ Pridmore, p. 151. 
3 Pridmore, pp. 145-46. 


408. 1789 


409. 


410. 


411. 1749 


412. 1782 


413. 1789 


414. 


415. 1789 
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Cayenne two sous counterstamped NEVIS within an oblong indent. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped NEVIS in a connecting letter 
monogram. 


Crowned C stampee counterstamped NEVIS. 


Birmingham sous marqués counterstamped NEVIS. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped a crown. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped a crown. Several variations 
of this counterstamp are known. 


Blank planchet counterstamped with a similar crown. 


Cayenne two sous struck over a French sous marques and 
then counterstamped with a crown. 


149 


R6 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R7 


R8 


R8 
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ST. EUSTATIUS 


The SE counterstamp on these coined was struck by the local smith, Pierre dit Flamand. 
Because of the abundant contemporary forgeries, the genuine coins already marked with an 
SE received an additional P counterstamp as an added protection against counterfeits. Pridmore 
related that Dutch numismatists regarded the letter P on these silver coins as the initial for 
Pierre dit Flamand, while another source attributed it to Philipsburg on the island of St. Mar- 
tin.’ 


416. 1780 Cayenne two sous counterstamped SE. R7 


417. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped SE. R7 


418. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped SE and the letter P. R6 


419. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped SEs. R8 


ST. KITTS (ST. CHRISTOPHER) 


For St. Kitts, two varieties of counterstamps have been recorded — the S and the S.K. In the 
absence of any documentary evidence, the distinction between these two marks is not clear. 
One possibility advanced by Pridmore is that the S was used on silver coinages in 1801 while 
the S.K. came later and “possibly originated as a measure of protection against the flood of 
Birmingham forgeries ...” such as the Dutch did on nearby St. Eustatius with the SE and P.” 


420. 1788 Cayenne two sous counterstamped S.K. R7 


76 Pridmore, pp. 262-63; Theodore V. Buttrey, Jr., ed., Coinage of the Americas (New York, 1973), p. 68. 
7 Pridmore, p. 140. 
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421. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped S.K. R6 
422. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped SK. R7 
423. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped S. R8 
424. Crowned C stampee counterstamped S. R8 
425. Blank planchet counterstamped S. R7 


426. 1789 Cayenne two sous struck over a French sous marqués and Ky 
then counterstamped S.K. 
ST. MARTIN (ST. MAARTEN) 


In this Dutch possession, no distinction in value was made between stampees and black doggs 
such as was practiced in the some of British West Indies.’ 


427. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped SM in a beaded circle. RF 


428. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped SM in a beaded circle and R7 
a large fleur-de-lis. 


8 Pridmore, p. 256. 
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429. 1789 


430. 


431. 


432. 


433. 


434. 
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Cayenne two sous counterstamped SM in a beaded circle and 
a large incused M. 


Crowned C stampee counterstamped S'™ in a beaded circle. 
The T is small and capitalized. 


Crowned C stampee counterstamped SM in a beaded circle 
and a large incused M. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped S™M within a beaded circle and 
a fleur-de-lis within a beaded oval circle. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped S'M within a beaded circle and 
a large incused M. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped with a large incused fleur-de-lis 
and a large incused M. 


R7 


R8 


R7 


R8 


R7 


R8 
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ST. VINCENT 


435. Crowned C stampee counterstamped SV within an octagonal indent. R8 


— 


436. Crowned C stampee counterstamped a retrograde incused S within R7 
an octagonal indent. 


SANTO DOMINGO (HAITI) 


This counterstamp was used over a variety of coins, 1802-09, during the Napoleonic era in 
Haiti.” 


437. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped N. R8 


TOBAGO 


Pridmore lists four styles of contemporary forgeries.*° 


438. 1782 Cayenne two sous counterstamped TB. R7 


”® Pridmore, (#44, p. 287) illustrates a French colonial two sous counterstamped with a large N; Gadoury illus- 
trates a crowned N counterstamp over a variety of worn coins of the period (#14, p. 409) while Duffield (#1181- 
85) describes other known counterstamps of Santo Domingo. 


8° Pridmore, p. 217. 
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439. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped TB. R5 


440. Crowned C stampee counterstamped TB. R7 


441. French sous marqués counterstamped TB over a script “o” within R8 
a rectangular frame. This was obviously the earliest of the Tobago 
counterstamps used and abandoned in favor of just the letter 
punches. This is the only punch known so far that was used 
directly over a sous marqués for any of the colonies and is 
extremely rare. 


442. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped TB. R2 


| 
| 443. Crowned C stampee counterstamped T,B. R6 
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444. 1749 


445. 1769 


446. 1782 


447. 1789 


448. 


Birmingham sous marqués counterstamped TB. 
Several different letter punches used. 


Birmingham sous marqués counterstamped TB. 


“ee 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped T°B. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped T°B. 


Crowned C stampee counterstamped T°B. 


R2 


R7 


R6 


R3 


R6 
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449, 


450. 


451. 


452. 


453. 1789 


454. 


455. 1789 


456. 
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fe) 
Cayenne two sous counterstamped TB, with an o above and below. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped with a TB, three annulets after 


the T perpendicular. Supposedly a T for Tortola and stamped as 
such for Tobago. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped TABAGO in relief within a 
rectangular indent. 


Crowned C stampee counterstamped TABAGO in relief within a 
rectangular indent. 


TORTOLA 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped a large T. 


Crowned C stampee counterstamped a large T. 


Cayenne two sous counterstamped with an H within a diamond 
for Arthur Hodge who was a plantation owner on Tortola.*! 


French sous marqués counterstamped with an H within a 
diamond for Arthur Hodge. 


81 Pridmore, p. 127. 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R8 


R5 


R7 


R5 


R8 
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MULTIPLE COUNTERSTAMPS 


In many cases, more than one counterstamp was used in some of the islands in the West Indies. 
The counterstamps were used at different times probably under a change in administration or 
sovereignty over the islands. These multiple stamps are most frequent with Tortola issues. 


ST. KITTS/NEVIS 


457. 1789 Cayenne two sous counterstamped S.K. for St. Kitts and NEVIS R7 
in an oblong indent. 
ST. KITTS/TORTOLA 
458. Cayenne two sous counterstamped S.K. for St. Kitts and a large R8 
incused T for Tortola. 
MONTSERRAT/TORTOLA 
459. Cayenne two sous counterstamped with an incused M and a large R8 
incused T for Tortola. 
One note of interest — an eighteenth century Scottish farthing token was found to be struck 
over a Cayenne two sous. This token was struck for James Mitchell, a tobacconist in Canondale, 


Edinburgh, and listed under Dalton & Hamer as #105. This has to be highly unusual and very 
rare. 
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